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THE COMMENTATOR : 
OR 
GuipE to the clear comprehen- 
ston, and pious use, of the Lirt- 
URGY. 


No. IV. 
THE LORD’s PRAYER. 


Prayer is the appointment of 
Heaven. God has designated it as 
he ordinary channel through which 
me is pleased to communicate the 
eedful blessings of his providence 
nd grace, to his intelligent creatures. 

nd though he has promised to his 

aithful people deliverence from the 
uilt and dominion of their sins, in- 
ependently of any merit of their 
pwn, yet he has commanded it to be 
yritten, “ Thus saith the Lord, I 
ill yet for this be enquired of by the 
shouse of Israel to do it for them.”— 
Ezek. xxxvi. 37.) This is a duty 
hich must be performed with un- 
affected devotion, with fervency, and 
with frequency. And that we may 
ever be ata loss in what manner 
we ought to express our desires, and 
Spresent our petitions at the throne of 
race, the Saviour has kindly in- 
structed us in that divine form called 
“ The Lord’s Prayer.” 

This Prayer stands unrivalled in 
levery circumstance that can combine 
‘to constitute the excellency of Pray- 
er. It is so concise, that the most 
ignorant may learn it ; so plain, that 
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the most humble capacity may com- 
prehend it: and yet it is so full that 
it comprehends all our wants, and 
intimates to us all our duty : it shews 
us not only what is fit to be asked, 
but what manner of persons we 
ought to be who ask it. Tertullian 
calls it “ the epitome of the Gospel ;” 
since it contains our persuasion of 
God’s love, our desire of his honour, 
our subjection to his authority, our 
submission to his will, and our de- 

ndance on his providence; our 
need of his mercy to pardon former 
offences, and of his grace to keep us 
from future sin; and of both to de- 
liver us from the punishment due to 
their guilt ;—concluding with acts of 
faith, and praise, and adoration. 
And being drawn up by our glorious 
Advocate with the Father, who knew 
the treasures of mercy, as well as our 
guilt, it is complete in itself, accept- 
able to God, and exactly suited to 
our wants. It ought, therefore, to 
be united with all our religious offi- 
ces, to make up for their defects, and 
recommend them to our heavenly 
Father ; who will not deny us when 
we speak the words which his Son 
has taught us, if we use them with 
sincerity and devotion. 

This Prayer was first dictated by 
the Saviour to his disciples, in his 
Sermon on the Mount, recorded by 
St. Matthew. It was set forth asa 
model for the composition of Pray- 
ers :—“ After this manner, pray ye.” 
It appears that the disciples did not 
then receive it as a set form, for about 
a year afterwards, as we are inform- 
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ed by St. Luke, they besought of him 
a special form of Prayer, such as the 
Jewish Doctors were accustomed to 
give to their pupils. ‘ Lord teach 
us to pray, as John also taught his 
disciples.” (Luke xi. 1.) Upon 
this, he prescribes it to them asa set 
form. It is not only a repetition of 
the prayer which he had _ before 
taught, but almost all the words and 
phrases of it are taken from the 
forms of prayer then in use among 
the Jews. ‘So remote was the Sav- 
iour,” says Grotius, “ from all affec- 
tation of novelty in devotion.” Hav- 
ing been prescribed in so authorita- 
tive a manner, it has never since 
ceased to be used in the Christian 
Church. St. Jerome says, “ It is 
recited in the Liturgy by our Lord’s 
command.” St. Cyprian, and oth- 
ers of the ancient Fathers, call it 
“ the daily Prayer.” And St. Au- 
gustine informs us that it was “ daily 
used at the Altar,” and that it was 
“repeated by the whole congrega- 
tion,” as our present Rubrick re- 
quires. 

The devout men to whom the 
composing, and the arrangement of 
the Liturgy of our parent Church 
were committed, have equally dis- 
played their judgment and their pie- 
ty, by assigning to this prayer the 
first and chief place in the petition- 
ary part of public worship. The in- 
troductory sentences, the general 
Confession, and the’ Absolution, 
which precede it, are more properly 
preparations for prayer than prayer 
itself. This prefatory portion of 
the Liturgy was first composed in 
the reign of King Edward the VI. 
Before this period, the public wor- 
ship of the English Church, as well 
as of the Greek, and Romish Church- 
es, began with the Lord’s Prayer. 
But the venerable Reformers thought 
it not becoming in us to approach 
God as “Our Father,” before we 
repented of our disobedience against 
him, and besought the pardon of our 
sins. And since it is the form of 


prayer taught by our Lord to his dis 
ciples, it seems most proper for wil 
to use it when we have approveg 
ourselves his real disciples by repeng 
tance of our sins, and faith in his off 
fers of mercy :—And since it thug 
becomes.a badge of our discipleship 

the rubrick has provided that it shal 

be repeated audibly by the wholi 
congregation. : 

The Lord’s prayer consists 0 
three distinct parts:—First an ad 
dress to God, containing a recogni 
tion of his goodness and his great: 
ness. Then follow.six seperate pe 
titions :—The three first of which re- 
late to the glory of God ;—beseech§ 
ing that his name may be honoured 
his authority advanced, and his will 
accomplished: the three last con. 
cern our own good ; being offered 
for temporal supplies, for remission 
of sins past, for prevention of future 
sins, and for deliverance from evils 
and miseries, tem oral, spiritual, and 
eternal. It then closes with a dox- 
ology, ascribing to God dominion 
and might, mercy and praise. 

If we have fulfilled the designs oi 
the Church in the preparatory part 
of the Liturgy ;—If we have listen-§ 
ed with reverence to the sentencesf 


from the Scriptures, and to the ex-§ 


hortation, and if we have joined with| 


sincerity and fervency in the gene-§ 


ral Confession, and heartily respond- 
ed our Amen, to the declaration off 
Absolution, we may approach God as 
our reconciled Father, and with filial 
confidence, address him as we are in- 


structed by our Saviour, saying, § 


“© Our Father who art in Heaven.” 
God dwells in Heaven, by way of 
eminence : ‘There he has fixed his 
throne ; there he unveils his divine 
Majesty, and reigns in the brightness 
ofhis glory. In his celestial pre- 
sence, there is “ fulness of joy,” and 
at his “right hand, pleasures for- | 
evermore.” But, blessed be his 
name, though he is enthroned in the 
heavens, his goodness is not confined 
to the “ thousand thousands, and ten 
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imes thousand’? who bow before 
him there : he graciously looks down 
upon his worshipping creatures on 
the earth, and notwithstanding all 
Stheir frailties, their errors and their 
Smiseries, encourages them to ap- 
proach his footstool, calling him, 


i“ Abba, Father !” God is the Fa- 
Sther of all mankind by creation; 
Hand he is more especially the Father 


of all who belong to his spiritual 
household, having begotten them 
again by the “ washing of regenera- 


tion and the renewing of the Holy 


}Ghost.” But no man may call God 
‘his Father, in the sense of the Sav- 


jour’s words, without the faith of the 
Gospel; nor can he with any pro- 
priety address him as Our Father, 
without the most perfect charity to all 
men, and especially to his brethren 
of the “ household of faith.” When, 
therefore, we approach God, in the 
address of this divine prayer, let us 
lay aside all envy, malice, and unbe- 
lief. Andas we do it with united 
voices, let us do it with united hearts ; 


§ sweetly blending our filial piety with 


universal charity. 

Having, with suitable feelings and 
dispositions, addressed ourselves to 
God as our heavenly Father, we are 
instructed to pray that his name may 
be reverenced and adored ;—* Hal- 
lowed be thy name.” 

By his name, is meant himself ;— 
His attributes, and perfections ; and 
all that relates to his person and char- 
acter,—his works, his worship, and 
his sabbaihs. His name, therefore, 
will be hallowed by us, when we 
love his goodness, trust in his mercy, 
believe his promises, fear his threat- 
enings, acknowledge his wisdom, 
adore his power, and live a godly 
life:—-when we ‘praise him for his 
works, worship him with humility 
and faith, with real affection, and fer- 
vent desires :—when we keep his 
sabbaths, respect his ministers, and 
love his people. The glory of God, 
being the principal end of our crea- 
tion, ought to constitute the first and 
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chief of our desires. And we are 
doubly bound to pray for the honour 
of his name, because he deserves it 
on account of the glory of his perfec- 
tions, and because, approaching him 
as our Father, we owe him the more 
especial honour. 

But since a great portion of the 
world lieth in wickedness, and is in 
subjection to vain idols; since even 
in christian countries, the worid, the 
flesh, and the Devil, exercise their 
dominion, we are taught to pray that 
the reign of God may be extended 
through the world, that the reign of 
his grace may be established in our 
hearts, and that the ultimate king- 
dom of his heavenly glory may be 
hastened on ;——"* Thy kingdom 
come.’ 

In using these words aright, we 
pray that the religion of the Gospel 
may be spread over the whole world 
—that the power and riches of di- 
vine grace may be felt in every heart 
—that the spiritual kingdom of 
Christ may be erected on the ruins 
of the kingdom of darkness—that the 
nations of the world may learn right- 
eousness, and that the name of the 
Lord may be the praise of the whole 
earth. We not only pray that the 
kingdom of God’s grace may be ex- 
tended where it has never yet been 
known, but that it may be more pow- 
erfully felt, and more clearly mani- 
fested where his dominiomis already 
acknowledged. We therefore re- 
quest that his kingdom may be es- 
tablished within us:—that by the 
energy of his grace in our hearts, our 
unruly passions may be restrained, 
and our sinful desires extinguished, 
till we unfeignedly submit to his au- 
thority, fear his displeasure, rejoice 
in his love, and obey his will. But 
besides desiring that the kingdom of 
grace may be established throughout 
the world, and in our own hearts, as 
true disciples, we should extend our 
thoughts, in this petition, to the com- 
ing of the kingdom of glory ;—to 
that momentous period, and that 
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wonderful exhibition of the domin- 
ion of Christ, when he shall descend 
from heaven with power and great 
glory, with the voice of the arch an- 
gel and the trump of God, to give 
his final blessing to his faithful peo- 
ple, and to admit them to the partici- 
pation of his bliss. Let us regulate 
every action of our lives with a view 
to this great event, and let us mani- 
fest ourselves the faithful subjects of 
his kingdom of grace, that we may 
share the blessedness of his kingdom 
of glory ! 

The next petition in this divine 
prayer, is intimately connected with 
the two which precede it; and has 
an immediate relation to the glory of 
God, as our spiritual and rightful 
sovereign :—* Thy will be done on 
earth, as it isin heaven.” 

In heaven his will is done un- 
feignedly, cheerfully, and universal- 
ly. The Angels, and the spirits of 
just men made perfect, join in con- 
cord to exalt and magnify his name. 
Their white robes are emblematical 
of their innocence and integrity: 
their songs of praise and adoration 
are the animated language of their 
hearts: and the wings, with which 
they are described, fitly represent the 
readiness and alacrity with which 
they obey his will. ‘They serve him 
day and night i in his temple above; 
and his service is their happiness and 
their glory., It is the purport of the 
petition now under considerativn, 
that we may copy their example by 
the nearest imitation of which our 
present natures are capable ;—“ Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven.”—God has given us his 
written word, for the guide of our 
lives ;—for a lamp to our feet, and a 
light to our paths. If we act acvor- 
ding to the import of this prayer, we 
shall obey all the precepts of his ho- 
ly word with a willing mind. But 
are there not some who utter the pe- 
tition in the house of God without 
any regard to itsimport? Are there 
not others who are resolved on only 





a partial obedience? And are there 
not some who are determined to pay 
no regard at all tothe divine will? 


Let us beware of mocking God in sof 


solemn a manner; _ since he requires 


of those who worship him, that they} 
should do it in spirit and in truth§ 


Besides a faithful, and willing obedi- 
ence to the commands of God, the 
petition implies a cordial and cheer. 
ful submission to the dispensations of 
his providence. When he is heap- 
ing his tender mercies upon us, and 
crowning us with his goodness ;— 
when he is giving us health, and 


food, and raiment, and all things) 


richly to enjoy, there is no virtue in 


our acquiescence with the will off 
But when, in bis in-J 
surmountable wisdom, he takes away 7 
the blessings he had lent us ;—our | 


Providence. 
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that our submission is put to the test, 


and then it is that nothing but the | 
Mhe prece 


power of divine grace in our hearts, 


can enable us to say, with true chris- 7 
Hiwe are ci 


tian resignation, “ thy will be done.” 


Having thus considered the three [ 
first of these petitions, which relate 7 


to God; we proceed to the three 
following ones, which more immedi- 
ately concern ourselves: The first 
of which is, “ Give us this day our 
daily bread.” 

The Israelites in the wilderness 
were directed to gather Manna every 
day, that no day might pass without 
a memento of God’s Providence ;— 
so we are instructed to ask of him 
each day our daily bread, that we 
may be constantly mindful of our 
dependance upon him. In this pe- 
tition we ask for every kind of pro- 
vision necessary for the support and 
comfort of body and soul. Itisa 
prayer to be made by the wealthy, as 
well as by the indigent; for barns 
ful! of plenty, and coffers full of gold, 
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are therelften disappoint their owners. Rich- 
eG to payligs may take to themselves wings and 
ine will?iijy away ; and all the real sweetness 
30d in solmnd comfort of our possessions, de- 
 requires@yend wholly on the blessing of God. 
hat theyM@But the soul has its wants as well as 
in truth. he body; and these are to be sup- 
1g obedi-Mlied, not out of the abundance of 
sod, the parthly possessions, but from that 
id cheer. Spiritual fulness which is treasured 
ations off p in Christ Jesus. To have com- 
is heap-@yunion and fellowship with him, 
us, and@hrough the assistance of the Holy 
ness ;—§ Spirit, is the bread of life which com- 
th, and ith down from above, and in asking 

things @God each day for our daily bread, 
irtue in he unsearchable riches of his grace 
will of Mshould always occupy the first place 
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bis in- Gn our thoughts. 
esaway/™@ After having thus humbly request- 
5 ;—our Jed the blessings which are necessary 
posses- Yor our bodies and our souls, we pro- 
2 us, at reed, as repentant sinners, to implore 
yes ;— Qn interest in the divine mercy ;— 
lection- 4 ‘And forgive us our trespasses, as 
tender Myce forgive those who trespass 
en itis Magainst us.” 
he test, |} The particle and denotes the inti- 
ut the @mate connection of this petition with 
hearts, the preceding. For what real com- 
chris- [Wort can our daily bread afford us, if 
Jone.” [Fwe are conscious we are living in the 
three Mpuilt of unforgiven sin. That we 
relate have all transgressed, and are daily 
three Miransgressing, are truths which no 
medi- Jone can presume todeny. The Sav- 
> first Fiour was well acquainted with our 
y our “mature, and with our circumstances 
Yas sinners: He knew what would be 
rness |*the efficacy of his holy life, and his 
every |#precious blood-shedding; and _ he 
ithout |Jtherefore wisety taught us to make it 
‘© ;— | one of our earnest and daily requests, 
him | when we approach the divine foot- 
t we (stool, “forgive us our trespasses.”’ 
f our |FAnd blessed be God, that in making 
S pe- jJthis petition with sincerity and faith, 
pro- |}we have in the promise of the Sav- 
and (Fiour,an animating ground of hope; 
(isa |)“ Ask and ye shall receive.” But in 
y,as (making the supplication, we must 
arns (}pay a particular regard tothe state 


rold, 


of our minds. We shall not receive 


if we ask amiss. We must ask 
“with an humble, lowly, penitent, 
and obedient heart :” with a sincere 
desire and intention of reformation, 
and amendment of life, and with an 
unfeigned forgiveness of all those 
who have “ trespassed against us.” 
“‘ If ye forgive not men their trespass- 
es,” said the Saviour, “ neither will 
your heavenly Father forgive you 
your trespasses.” Letus then guard 
our hearts, when we come into the 
divine presence, lest any root of bit- 
terness springing up within us should 
poison our petitions, and render both 
us and our services, an abomination 
to the Lord. 

We are as much dependant on the 
Providence of God to guide our steps, 
as we are on his mercy to pardon 
our sins. We are therefore instruct- 
ed, in the conclusion of this admir- 
able form, to pray for deliverance 
from all temptations, and evils; 
“ Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.” 

We are not to consider these words 
as implying that the Lord ever enticeth 
men to commit sin. For in this re- 
spect “God tempteth no man.” 
But such is his power and Provi- 
dence in the world, that he is some- 
times figuratively spoken of in scrip- 
ture, as actually doing, what he mere- 
ly permits his creatures to do, or suf- 
fers evil spirits to do for them. And 
when, after a profession of devoted- 
ness to him, we renounce our allegi- 
ance, despise his grace, and with- 
draw ourselves from his service, he 
may justly permit us to become a 
prey to our spiritual enemies, the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, in or- 
der the more deeply to convince us 
that “the way of transgressors is 
hard.” But though God can not 
entice any man to commit sin, yet 
there is a sense in which he may be 
said to tempt mankind. For in 
scripture to tempt has sometimes the 
same sivnification as to try. Thus 
God is said to have tempted Abra 
ham, that his faith might be more 
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fully known both to himself, and to 
his posterity. And so he still tries 
the graces of his people, by disap- 
pointments and afilictions. But 
such trials are tempered with mercy, 
and are designed as fatherly chastise- 
ments, er necessary admonitions, in 
order to wean our affections from the 
world and draw us nearer to him- 
self. 

Lastly ;—as this divine prayer be- 
gins with a public acknowledgment 
of the paternal character of God, and 
a request that the attributes and per- 
fections of his nature may be rever- 
enced and adored ; ~so it concludes 
with ascribing unto him the honour 
and praise due to his name: “ For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.” 

This doxology contains the rea- 
sons for putting up the foregoing pe- 
titions ;_ and it is added, as a becom- 
ing tribute of praise, and as a ground 
of hope and confidence, that we shalt 
obtain the blessings which we have 
faithfully asked. Every word in it 
tends to add strength to our faith, 
and to confirm our reliance on the 
divine mercy. Praise and thanks- 
giving are so essential to real devo- 
tion, that prayer must ever be defec- 
tive without them. Let us then, 
learn to model all our requests at the 
throne of grace, and perform all our 
religious exercises, according to this 
divine pattern which our Lord him- 
self has given us; and let us con- 
stantly join it with our other servi- 
ces, as containing the substance of 
our prayers, and well suited to give 
to all our devotions savour and effi- 
cacy in the sight of God. And let 
us not consider the frequent use of it 
a “vain repetition:” for how can 


we too often join our Lord’s most per- 
fect prayer, with ours that are so im- 
perfect, since it is through him alone 
that both we and our prayers are 
made acceptable to God.—The hal- 
lowing of God’s sacred name, the 
spread of divine truth, and the reign 





of grace; the daily supply of all ou§pis true i 
necessities, whether relating to thigc, and J 
life, or that which is to come ; thahem were 
forgiveness of our sins, our delivejour, whe 
ance from present evils, and our enl@he bondag 
joyment of future and everlasting) The Fa 
blessedness ;—these are the subjecyijn a Savio 
embraced in this comprehensive anj™God, in ev 
divine prayer: And since these anjijhe same, 
ali at the wise and gracious disposdiied world. 















of God, we may well conclude ouj§ In the 
petitions with the doxology whic ubject, it 
the Saviour hath taught us; “ Foujeomment « 
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those people, wlio are the Disciple The La 
of Jesus Christ; who acknowled¢@ kind of | 
Him as their Guide and Saviour: Didolatry-se 
and who engage to follow his Preto prepare 
cepts and institutions. They reBijec: Revel 
ceive the Word of God as divinelijecus Chr 
...spired ; believe the promises confine was. 
tained in it, and make it the rule of ¥1, made 
their actions. They live, in some of the wo 
measure, by faith, and ea by sight. Gospel, a 
They believe many doctrines, bel of no ae 
cause they rely on the veracity Of} Qupr Sa 


God, and not bec cause they can ad-F¥ op, earth, 
_ -~ mathematical certainty OP the Chris 
ieir truth. ; ; 

In this Divine Word, they learn, Chuvch | 
that man was made pore and upright 4 of the G 
but that he revolted against his Maj Discipline 
ker: that God provided a remedy} Before 
by which, he might be recovered he orcani 
and saved. Those, who comply= appointec 
with his commands, are called his eq them 
People. In every Age, there hav@in office. 
been some, who have continued faith-9 « Gp ye, 
ful to their God. He ever has had baptizing 
some followers, and in every period,@ Father, | 
He has had a kind of Church, or As‘ Jo, I am y 
sembly of faithful people. We fin“ end of th 
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of all oufpis true in the Patriarchal, Prophet- 
x to thi c, and Jewish dispensations. To 
me; théghem were given some hints of a Sa- 
deliver iour, who should redeem them from 
}our enlahe vondage of corruption. 
erl astingg The Faith of the Jew was a belief 
subjeci na Saviour to come. The object of 
sive andy jd, in every dispensation, has been 
these anii@he same, to redeem and save a ruin- 
disposed world. 
lude ou Inthe discussion of the present 
y which ubject, it will be unnecessary to 
“ Fou omment un the nature of the Jew- 
> powers sh Church. We will confine our 
d ever egemarks to the nature and design of 
Whe Christian Church. 
©. At sundry times, God has mani- 
: ested himself to the human race, 
Mand revealed his will according to 
heir wants and capacities The 
. plain object ‘of such manifestations 
}was to produce right conceptions of 
H. H the Deity, and correct sentiments of 
.. |athose duties, which created beings 
cara heir Maker. 
iscinledil owe to their 
vt The Law of Moses served as a 
rwledge kind of school master to correct 
aviour Sidolatry-sa.natural to mankind, and 
his preg Jto prepare them for the last and per- 
hey rs fect Revelation of the will of God by 
livinel Jesus Christ. When the fulness of 
eS COMMtime was come, a Saviour was born, 
rule OM who made Redemption for the sins 
1 SOM of the world, and published in his 
y sight ) Gospel, a perfect and adequate rule 
es, bel Sof conduct. 
city Of Our Saviour established a Society 
an ad§ "on earth, which is called his Body or 
unty 0 | the Christian Church. While he 
} Was presgat with the members of his 
/Tearnl 'Church, he taught them the nature 
pie of the Government, Doctrines and 
us g Discipline of the Christian Society. 
emedy Before his ascension to Heaven, 
overedid he organized his Church with duly 
ompl yy | appointed officers : and commission- 
ed hist ed them to appoint their successors 
, have} in office. The commission was, 
1 faith «Go ye, and discipie all nations, 
is had baptizing them in the name of the 
period, Father, Son and Holy Ghost—and 
ar lo, Lam with you always, even to the 
e Tine 


i end of the world.” 
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It is necessary to the existence of 
any society, to have suitable officers 
or Governors. Our Saviour did not 
leave his Church, until he had pro- 
vided for its wants in this particular. 

As in the Jewish Church, there 
were three orders, High Priest, 
Priest and Levite: so we find three 
orders of the Priesthood in the Chris- 
tian Church. Christ was the head 
of his church; and under him were 
the twelve Apostles and seventy dis- 
ciples. 

After Christ had accomplished the 
great work of atonement, and had 
seated himself at the right hand of 
his Father, we still find three orders 
inthe Church. The history of the 
christian Church indeed has ever ac- 
knowledged three orders, Bishops, 
Priests and Deacons. ‘The doctrine 
of a perfect parity of the priesthood 
was never known until the time’ of 
the reformation. 

In the Scriptures then we find 
three orders, appointed by Christ 
and the apostles, for the perpetual 
government ofthe Church. ‘This was 
a matter of divine appointment, and 
not athing of convenience and dis- 
cretion. It was to continue asa per- 
petual institution, and not to vary as 
the whims of mankind might dictate. 

While Christ continued on earth, 
he himself commissioned his minis- 
ters. After his ascension, the Apos- 
tles, and not the Presbyters and 
Deacons, ordained their successors 
in office. 

In the Revelation to the Seven 


Churches of Asia, the Bishops of 


those Churches are called Angels. 
The seven candlesticks are seven 
Churches, and the seven stars or 
angels were seven Bishops. 

Timotliy was made bishop of Eph- 
esus by St. Paul himself. It appears 
from ecclesiastical history, that there 
were twenty seven Bishops in that 
Church befor the council of Chalce- 
don in the 4th Century. 

Titus was made Bishop of Crete, 
when there were Elders there al 
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ready.— Timothy ordained Deacons. 
He examined them. He was direct- 
ed not to receive charges against an 
elder, without two witnesses. If 
Elders imposed hands, it was done 
to shew their approbation. When 
St. Paul ordained, the preposition 
dia is used—which signifies, “ by 
virtue.” When the Elders assisted, 
the preposition meta is used, which 
means a “ mere concurrence.” 

The primitive Church becomes a 
guide, when their examples coincide 
with the Scripture: or when their 
example may throw light on doubt- 
ful passages of the sacred writings. 
The fathers, so called, may be de- 
pended on for the three first centu- 
ries. 

Whoever will carefnily examine 
the writings of lrenzeus, Clemens Al- 
exandrinus, the Apostolical Consti- 
tutions, ‘Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, 
and the Apostolical Canons, will be 
satisfied it might seem, that the prim- 
itive Church was governed by three 
orders, Bishops, Priests, and Dea- 
cons. In these ages, the Bishops 
should govern the Presbyters and 
Deacons, as well as the people com- 
mitted to their charge. They or- 
dained Priests and Deacons, and thus 
preserved a continued succession in 
the Priesthood. I might shew, that 
from the beginning of christianity to 
the time of Calvin, we find no 
Church without Bishops, Priests and 
Deacons. But this is unnecessary — 
as it is acknowledged by the greatest 
advocates for a parity of order, that 
Episcopacy has prevailed from the 
third century, to the time of the Re- 
formation in Switzerland and Gene- 
va. 

( To be continued. ) 


ee 
bor the Churchman’s Magazine. 


ir is asserted that the 17th Arti- 
cle of the Church, inculcates the 
Calvinistic doctrine of predestination. 


The fact undoubtedly is, that th 
article is entirely independent both; 


Calvinism and Arminianism, having. 


been drawn up without any regard 
either of those systems, and desig 
ed to express what our Reforme 
conceived to be the doctrine of th 
Scriptures on this subject ;—a dog 
trine, which when rightly understood 
is most encouraging to \the sinne 
and most comforting to the devo 
christian. It is not my intention | 
enter into a discussion of this knott 
pointin Theology. The questivt 
whether the article be Calvinistic 
not, may be settled by plain matt 
of fact. Ifthis article is expresse 
in the same language, contains t 
same ideas, or asserts the same dor 





trine, whic bi is expressed by Calving 
‘ 7 Ban absolu 


and contained and asserted in hig 
writings, and in articles of faitl 
which are confessedly Calvinistic 
or if the language, ideas, and dot 
trine be different, the question is, t 
all intents and purposes, Settled by 
the fact. This fact isin the reach o 
every one, who will take the troubl 
to compare the 17th article with thé 


Calvinistic articles on the subject o@ 
predestination. To assist your read 


ers in making this comparison, | 
send you for insertion in the Chuc 
man’s Magazine, extracts on thif 
subject from the Lambeth and Iris 


Articles, the Synod of Dort, Calving 


and the Assembly of divines’ Cate 
chism. 


Lambeth Articles, “ drawn up t% 


correct things erroneous, and to su 

ply things defective,” in the article 
of the Chureh of England, by per 
sons professedly calvinistic.—-1 


“God, from efernity, predestinated 


certain men tolife: certain men h 


hath reprobated.—2. The moving 


cause of predestination unto life, is 
notthe foresight of faith, or of perseve 
rance, or of good works, or any oth 
er things which may be in the per 
son predestinated, but the sole pleas: 
ure of the sovereign will of God. 
The number of the predestinate is s* 
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ertain and definite, that it can nei- 
her be increased nor diminished.— 
a7. Saving grace is not given to all 
men, by which they may be saved if 
hey will. 9. Itis not put in the 
will or power of every man te be sa- 
ed.” 

Irish Articles of 1615.—“ By the 
same eternal counsel, God hath pre- 
destinated some unto life, and repro- 
bated some unto death, of both 
vhich there is a definite number. 
The cause moving God to predesti- 
nate unto life, is not the forseeing of 
aith, &c., but only the good pleas- 
ure of God himself. But such as 
are not predestinated to salvation, 
shall finally be condemned for their 
sins.”’ 

Synod of Dort.—“ That God, by 
an absolute decree, hath elected to 
salvation a very small number of 
men, without any regard to their 
faith or obedience whatsoever ; and 
secluded from saving grace all the 
rest of mankind, and appointed them 
by the sure decree, to eternal dam- 
nation, without any regard to their 
infidelity or impenitence.” 

Calvin’s Common Prayer Book 
or the English Church at Geneva. 
“ God, who of the lost sons of Adam, 
hath ordained some as vessels of 
wrath to damnation; and hath cho- 
sen others as vessels of his mercy to 
be saved. God not only foresaw 
that Adam would fall, but also or- 


appointment of God.—JIns. book 3. 
All men are not created for the 


i same end, but some are fore-ordain- 


ed to eternal life: others to eternal 
damnation.” 

Assembly of divines.— The de- 
crees of God are his eternal purpose, 
according to the counsel of his will, 
whereby, for his own glory, he hath 
fore-ordained whatsoever comes to 
pass. God by an eternal decree 
hath chosen some men to eternal 
life, and hath passed by and fore- 

Vou. Hl. 18 
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ordained the rest to dishonour and 
wrath.” 

Presbyterian Church. “Some 
men are predestinated unto everlas- 
ting life, and others fore-ordained to 
everlasting death: and their number 
is so certain and definite, that it can 
neither be increased or diminished.”’ 

The language and doctrine on this 
subject, in each of these extracts, 
difler in no material point. They 
express fully and clearly the Calvinis- 
tic doctrines of predestination. But 
on comparison, it will be found, that 
the 17th Article of the Church, 
agrees not with these extracts, in 
language, or doctrine. On compar- 
ing this article with the scriptures, it 
will be found to inculcate this doc- 
trine, as there taught ;—a doctrine 
which in the article and in the scrip- 
tures, is encouraging to the sinner, 
and comforting to the accepted in 
Jesus Christ 


B. R. 


ee 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
HOLY DAYS.—No. IV. 


I am next to speak concerning the 
observation of fast days; in doing 
which it may be proper to com- 
mence with some remarks upon the 
comparative importance of festivals 
and fasts. ° 

It is the duty of christians to re- 
joice in the multitude of favors 
which they are continually receiving 
at the hands of a merciful God; to 
let their hearts be filled with glad- 
ness, and their mouths with praise; 
and, like the Psalmist, to remember, 
with the liveliest emotions of grati- 
tude, Him, who hath given unto us 
even more than we could ask of his 
superabundant blessings. But if it 
is necessary that we thus glorify God 
in our bodies and in our spirits 
which are God’s; that we jeyfully ren- 
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der unto him thanks for his “ good- 
ness and loving kindness to us and 
to all men ;” still more is it necessary 
that we acknowledge our manifold 
sins and wickedness, and humble 
ourselves in the dust for our utter un- 
worthiness to be even door-keepers 
in the house of our God. For the 
very favors which cause our rejoicing, 
cannot be obtained but by humilia- 
tion and prayer. We cannot there- 
fore properly rejoice in God, until 
we shall have first prepared ourselves 
by contrition and repentance, to be- 
come the peculiar objects of his grace. 
Of this godly sorrow, fasting is both 
an expression, and an important in- 
strument. By means of it we morti- 
fy the flesh with the affections and 
lusts thereof, and bring it in subjec- 
tion to the mind, and both body and 
mind in subjection to Christ. 

As repentance for our sins is the 
chief ground of our acceptance with 
God through the Son of his love, and 
as itis more necessary, and should 
be more frequent, than any other act 
of our lives; so fasting is likewise 
more necessary and should be more 
attended to, than feasting ; because it 
is a powerful instrument of repent- 
ance. Although we are on proper 
occasions, to manifest our joy in Him 
who hath redeemed us with his own 
blood, and to proclaim the lively 
hopes by which the souls of the re- 
generate are comforted in their pil- 
grimage through this vale of tears to 
a better world; yet it more becomes 
us sinful dust and ashes, to assume 
more frequently the weeds of mourn- 
ing, and to adopt the language of the 
Psalmist, Iam a worm and no man. 
We should remember that man in 
his best estate is altogether vanity ; 
that he ts of few days and full of 
trouble ; that he is guilty of continual 
transgression of the laws of God, and 
that consequently he stands in need 
of continual repentance ; for without 
repentance there is no remission. 
The christian life is represented to 
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us as a life of mortification and self. 
denial, of watchfulness and prayer, 
of deep humility, of patience, and o 
suffering. It is in short, one great 
scene of repentance, in which we 
offer up unto God the sacrifice that 
He never despises, a broken spirit 

a broken and a contrite heart.—Th 
Lord is nigh unto them that are of 
a broken heart, and saveth such a 
be af a contrite spirit—He forget 
eth not the cry of the humble. ‘Th 
promises of God are to the repentan 


and we are more frequently called 


upon to fast and pray and lament fo 
our sins, than to indulge in festal re 
joicings for His mercy in pardonin 


them. The Old as well as the New 


Testament abounds with pathetic ex 
hortations and sound maxims upor 


this subject. Turn ye even to mé 


with all your hearts, and with fast 


ing and with weeping, and witht 


mourning.—It is better to go to the 
house of mourning, than to go tot 

house of feasting. Sorrow is bette 
than laughter. The heart of t 

wise isin the house of mourning ; 
but the heart of fools is in the hous: 
of mirth. Fasts therefore are ol 
more inmaportance than festivals, in 
the same degree as acts of self-deni 
al, humiliation and repentance ar 
more acceptable to God, and more 
entitled to his compassionate regard, 


than acts of thanksgiving and praisej 


Even the worldling, or the obstinat 
unbeliever, may often render unto 
God thanks for his benefits, and re 
joice in the unmeasured flow of his 


exuberant goodness; but he never} 


easily humbles himself by fasting and 
supplication, grieving for the intoler 
able burden of his sins. He is will 
ing to enter into the house of joy 


but not into the house of mourning§ 


He is willing to pamper, but not t 
mortify the flesh; willing to gratify 


but not to restrain his appetites and} 


passions; willing to appear in the 
robes of gladness, but unwilling ané 
ashamed to acknowledge himsel 
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vile, and to afflict himself, and, in- 
stead of pleasant garments, to put on 
sackcloth and ashes. 

Fasting and prayer, unfeigned re- 
pentance, and earnestly seeking the 
Lord, are enjoined by the prophets 
upon all who would recover or se- 
cure His favor. Blowthe trumpet in 
Zion, sanctify a fast.—Sanctify ye 
a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather 
the elders and all the inhabitants of 
the land into the house of the Lord 
our God, and cry unto the Lord.— 
Who knoweth if He will return, and 
repent, and leave a blessing behind 
Him? ‘The efficacy of fasting may 


Bbe seen, among other instances, in 


the case of the Ninevites, whose city 
had been doomed to destruction on 
account of their great wickedness. 
To avert the impending calamity, and 
appease the displeasure of the Al- 


imighty, the king of Nineveh pro- 


claimed a yniversal fast, command- 
ing that none of the people, from the 
oldest to the youngest, should taste 
anything. Let them not feed, nor 
drink water: but let them be cover- 
ed with sack-cloth and cry mightily 
unto God. ‘This seasonable and 
bumble behaviour, this deep repent- 
ance, solemn fasting and prayer, cau- 
sed God to repent, and revoke his 
decree which had already been issu- 
ed forth and published against them. 

Its great prevalence with God, is 
also to be gathered from the words 
of our Saviour, when He told his 
disciples, that a certain fierce kind of 
demons could not be expelled in the 
common way, and by the ordinary 
means ; but this kind can come forth 


S by nothing but by prayer and fast- 
jing. Hence it seems evident, that 
} prayer, when united with rigid fast- 


ing, becomes in a high degree more 
acceptable unto God, and more like- 
ly to be answered with a blessing. 

In addition to this, fasting, as I 
befere observed, is highly recom- 


‘mended in the New Testament, as a 


christian duty of considerable im- 
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portance. Our Lord even prescribes 
the manner in which it. should be 
conducted, and concludes, by promi- 
sing a reward from our heavenly 
Father. St. Paul mentions it asone 
of the sublimest efforts of christian 
virtue and self-denial, in which the 
Apostles more frequently exercised, 
and for which they deserved no smal! 
commendation. 

From all these encomiums upon 
fasting, however, it is not to be infer- 
red that the mere ceremony has, in 
itself, any value to give it accept- 
ance with God; but only that re- 
pentant, humble, and reverent frame 
of mind, of which fasting is strongly 
significant. Like all other good 
works and external duties, its effica- 
cy depends altogether upon a proper 
disposition of the soul. If our mo- 
tives are sinister, or not such as 
should actuate christians, eurs will 
not be true fasting, but hypocrisy ; 
and God will say unto us, as He said 
unto the Jews by the prophet Zecha- 
riah, When ye fasted and mourned, 
did ye at all fast unto me, even to 
me ? 

Festivals and fasts agree in this— 
that they are beth parts of natural re- 
ligion, and hence are to be found in 
every system that hasexisted. Both 
are calculated to improve our hearts, 
to animate our devotions, to glorify 
God, and to bring us more immedi- 
ately into his presence and favour. 
But the difference between them lies 
in this—that the one kind expresses 
our joy, the other our grief—our joy 
for blessings, our grief for sore judg- 
ments, or for the iniquity which may 
soon bring them upon us. The one 
is especially for the purpose of ex- 
alting God ; the other is intended to 
abase ourselves. The one shows 
forth our cheerful zeal and loyalty 
in his service ; the other, our hum- 
ble dependance, and absolute subjec- 
tion to his will. Fasting moves his 
compassion, and obtains for us his 
mercy ; festival rejoicing is a con= 

























































BET rr 
ee I 












~, 





—_— 





, 
aR 


alle SR Saag 8 






ako 4,” 

















PRT 
a ~~ 
wb eee | 





_ 
comm 














140 Holy Days. [ May. 9 822.) 


sequent daty, and only serves to keep 
us in that state of divine favour, in 
which fasting hath placed us. 

We will now proceed to the con- 
sideration of the rules, by which we 
should always be guided in the per- 
formance of this important duty. 

1. In fasting, our first care should 
be to fast unto God. That is, the mo- 
tives to this act should be a desire to 
comply with the will and pleasure of 
God, notof man. The command of 
the Church should not be our only 
reason for fasting ; but we should be 
influenced by a deep sense of the 
necessity of turning unto God, with 
contritition ard repentance, afflicting 
and wounding our own souls, that 
He may pour into them the precious 
balm of consolation and healing. 

2. A’fast day should always be a 
day of humiliation, of mourning and 
repentance. He who afflicts his 
body, and does not afflict his soul, 
labours in vain. He takes the in- 
strument in hand, but effects nothing. 
He has the form without the sub- 
stance. Should God say unto him, 
hast thou at all fasted unto me, even 
to me 2? His conscience must smite 
him dumb. His reason would con- 
vince him, that he has fasted only as 
a matter of course, because the 
church requires it of her members. 
He would know, that instead of bring- 
ing himself down to the dust, instead 
of kneeling in tears before his God, 
and endeavouring to crush the pride 
and pleasure of his soul, he has in- 
dulged himself as much as he could, 
consistently with the decent perfor- 
mance of the external duty. He 
must be well aware, that so far from 
having felt its great importance, and 
permitted it to impress his mind ac- 
cordingly, he has conceived it an irk- 
some duty, the sooner over the bet- 
ter. Even in the midst of his fast, 
he has looked forward with longing 
anticipation to its close, when he 
might again without restraint enjoy 
the pleasures and luxuries of life. 
And, if he undersiand the spirit of 


asting, wl 
pcomment 
vill neithe 
ing like 
gainst S$ 
nents of ec 


(1 


the Gospel, he must know full well 
too, that such fasting is not unto God 
but unto men. By God he will be 
accounted a hypocrite, while by men 
he will be esteemed one of the right. 
eous, and a fulfiller of the law. It 
was the errorof many of the Jews, 
and of the Romanists, to suppose 
that the mere performance of the out. 
ward ceremony is sufficient ; not) 
considering that all parts of God’s§j = For th 
worship are spiritual, and that rites@Mf{gscrs. F 
and ceremonies are of no use, but to At atim 
assist our souls inrendering Him this @mall part 
spiritual homage. ‘There is a sym-ecome sy! 
pathy between the body and soul, sof§y preachi 
that when we afflict the former, the Bious kinds 
latter may become depressed andijre put in 
sorrowiul. Were it otherwise, fast-§ opular « 
ing or abstaining from food wouid@chims whi 
never have been required ; for it 1s@ending the 
not the body, but the soul which is last 
guilty before God, and which must @hurchma 
be afflicted and humbled for its trans- yard agai 
gressions. But although formalists, e popula: 
who have more of the semblance than just value 
of the reality of religion, may thus wn Churc 































fast outwardly unto men, without any % g and tc 
of those inward afilictings and re-M vary w 
pentant actions of the soul, which@heday. 
constitute a true fast unto God ; yetMByident di: 
on the other hand, the humble chris-Mforget the « 
tian, who sees and confesses the en-(jies—that 
ormity of his transgressions, and who fee the pre 
truly fasts in his soul, will also fast™@utto mak 
outwardly in the body, abstaining nd offer tt 
from all carnal delight and sensual @God. Ti 
gratification; knowing that to pam- Merve to shi 
per the body is to feed the pride of Meter is not 
the soul, and clog its spiritual exer- pany circ 
cises. Knowing how inconsistent Med to revi' 
penitential mourning is with feasting, Whose of | 
he will neither presume nor desire to Wersant wi 


indulge in the latter, and deiend him- Ghat acrin 


self with the poor excuse that he is My South,” 
really and sincerely engaged in the Mis pen. 
exercise of the former He will not @ After ad 


separate the instrument from the ef- astical, ni 


fect, or disregard so important a Which pur 
means as outward fasting, to the end implicity 
of promoting that which is internal. One flat 
Much less, especially, will he forget Bived in fa 
to observe strictly those seasons of ion for te 
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asting, which are designated and thirty years ; that is, in other words, 


commended by the church. He 


the man has been ignorant and con- 


ill neither feel nor manifest any fident very long. 


hing like a spirit of contumacy ~ 
gainst such reasonable require- 
sents of ecclesiastical authority. 

(To be continued. ) 
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fessrs. Eprrors,— 
At atime, when religion, with no 
mall part of the community, has 
ecome synonymous with eulogiums 
n preaching and preachers, and va- 
jous kinds of art and man’s device 
re put in requisition, to keep the 
Popular attention awake to the 
hims which have rent, and are still 
ending the body of Christ, it is of 
last consequence that every 
hurchman should be put on his 
ard against being carried away by 
e popular clamour, and learn to set 
just value on the institutions of his 


own Church, which have been toe 


ong and too deeply rooted in truth, 
ovary with the popular whims of 
eday. There is, I think, a pretty 


vident disposition in mankind, to | 


orget the object of christian assem- 
lies—that they are not collected to 
ee the preacher figure in an oration, 
utto make confession of their sins, 
nd offer their prayers and praises to 
od. The following extract will 
erve to show that this trait of char- 
cter is not of recent origin, although 
nany circumstances have contribu- 


fed to revive it at the present day.— 


hose of your readers who are con- 
ersant with the lively, and some- 

at acrimonious style of “ the wit- 

South,” will readily assign it to 
is pen. 

After adverting to “a set of fan- 
astical, new coined phrases” with 
yhich puritanism had clouded the 
implicity of the truth, he observes, 
‘One flatters himself that he has 
ived in fall assurance of his salva- 
tion for ten, or twenty, or perhaps 


** Aye, but says another, I ama 
great hearer and lover of sermons, 
(especially lectures.) And iv is this 
which is the very delight of my right- 
eous soul, and the main business of 
my life; and though indeed accord- 
ing to the good old puritan custom, I 
use to walk, and talk out the prayers 
before the Church-door, or without 
the Choir, yet I am sure to be always 
in at Sermon. Nay, I have so en- 
tirely devoted my whole time to the 
hearing of sermons, that 1 must con- 
fess, 1 have hardly any left to prac- 
tise them. And will not all this set 
me right for Heaven? Yes, no 
doubt, if a man were to be pulled up 
to Heaven by the ears ; or the Gos- 
pel would but reverse its rule, and 
declare, that not the doers of the 
word, but the hearers only, should be 
justified. 

“ But then in comes a third, and 
tells us that he is a saint of yet an 
higher class, as having got far above 
all their mean, beggarly, steeple- 
house dispensations, by an happy 
exchange of them for the purer end 
more refined ordinances of the Con- 
ventivle ; when he is sure to meet 
with powerful teaching indeed, and 
to hear will-worship and superstition 
run down, and the priests of Bael 
paid off, and the follies and foppe- 
ries of their great Idol the Common- 
Prayer laid open with a witness, by 
all which his faith is now grown so 
strorg, that he can no more doubt of 
his going to Heaven, than that there 
is such a place as Heaven to go to, 

“ So that if the conseience of such 
an one should at any time offer to 
grumble, he would presently stop its 
mouth with this, that he is of such an 
ohe’s congregation. And then, con- 
science say thy worst. Or if the 
guilt of some old perjuries or extor- 
tions should begin to look stern up- 
on him; why then all those old 
scores shall be cleared off with a 
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comfortable persuasion, that such as 
he cannot fall from Grace, theugh it 
is shrewdly to be feared, that his on- 
ly way of proving this must be, that 
there can be no losing or falling from 
that which aman _ never had.” 

Such is the testimony of Dr. South, 
to the vagaries which in his day were 
acted under the name of religion.— 
“ South tells the truth, but he tells it 
with the tongue of a viper.” 

The following remarks on attend- 
ing at one’s own Church, instead of 
being seduced away by Dissente- 
rism, are. so sensible, that I cannot 
forbear transcribing. them also.— 
They are found in a late Number of 
the Christian Observer. 


“The question is as follows: “ Is 
it the duty of religious persons to at- 
tend the service of God in their par- 
ish church, in cases in which the 
minister is notoriously deficient in 
exhibiting the peculiar doctrines of 
the Gospel: and where, in truth, 
they go in expectation of nothing be- 
yond merely moral discourses °” 

Now, it appears to me, that the 
whole difficulty arises from laying an 
undue stress on the mere pr eaching ; 
in not attaching sufficient importance 
to the reading, as well as the public 
expounding, of God’s holy word ; 
and in not regarding the whole of the 
Liturgy as a system of sound instruc- 
tion, as well as a form of pure and 
spiritual worship.* It will not be 
denied, by any “religious person,” 
that faithful preaching is most com- 
monly empleyed by God for the 
conversion of sinners, and the com- 
forting and establishing of believers : 
but were all churchmen more in the 
habit of duly appreciating the other 
means of grace afforded them in the 
stated services of the church, and of 
using them conscientiously, with a 
view to their edification, they would 


* The reader may consult on these 
points, inter alia, the forcible arguments 
of Hooker, in the fifth book of his Ec- 
clesiastical Polity. 


know better how to bear, with h 
mility and patience, the occasio 

defects of the preaching in their pa 

ish churches. As it is not possib 
for any human wisdom or foresig\ 
to secure a succession of faithful mig 
isters in every parish church, t 
members of the Establishment hay 
the greater reason for gratitude to t} 
Giver of all good, who has _ provide 
them with a form of sound wor 
and sound doctrine, whereby the 
may come to the knowledge ‘of 
truth, and worship him in an accep 
table manner. Would they diligen 
ly study the holy Scriptures, and th 
Articles, and Homilies, and Liturg 
of the chatch. with prayer for 1 
Divine teaching, I am_ persuade 
there would not be such a propens 
ty in “religious persons” as_thert 
too frequently is, to desert their par 
ish churches. 


The New Testament undoubtedly 


speaks of schism as a great sin ; ané 
ifour Reformers had not considered 
itin the same light, they would no 
have taught us to pray to be deliver 
ed from it. Now, with what sincer 
ity can a churchman pray to be de 
livered from schism, if he hesitates 
not to promote it so far as his owt 
example extends? ‘Those churc 
men who are not much acquainteé 
with facts, are very apt to think, 
that if the prominent doctrines d 
Christianity be preached by a Dis 
senting minister, all is “ unity, peace, 
and concord,” in his congregation. 
But, whoever has been admitted into 
“the interior of a meeting-house,” 
has soon, perhaps, been convinced, 
that upon the whole he might have 
reaped “the fruits of the Spirit” as 
abundantly by abiding in his ows 
vineyard, as by going astray in search 
of richer pastures. A churchman 
should also consider, not only what 


good he may obtain by leaving his) 
church, but also what evil he may 
produce by such a line of conduct. 
If he has real piety, why should he 
net let his own church have the be- 
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with hyefit of it? Why not let the clergy- 
»ccasiong™an have his prayers, and his neigh- 
their pailfours the advantage of his example ? 


possibiVhereas, if he withdraw himself to 
foresigiither communities he raises preju- 
bful migifices against his personal religion, 
urch, thihich is immediately considered by 


ent hay 
ude to tl 
provide 
d word 
eby they 
re of thi 


is neighbours as nothing more than 
is love of change and of novelty, 
nd a desire of going over to another 
arty. Perhaps he has derived all 
is knowledge and experience of 
jiritual subjects from that very Lit- 
in accepargy which he now begins to think 
‘diligeng§ghily of. From a child, it has giv- 
, and than “ him line upon line, and precept 
| Liturgg@pon precept; here a little and there 
‘for thag little ;” he hardly knows how, and 
ersuade@pannot tell when. But so it is, that 
ropensiagnder those alleged unfavourable cir- 
as theramumstances of his parish church of 
heir pasmvhich he now complains, he has 
been brought to the knowledge of the 
oubted|fruth : and now that he is more able 
in; andmhan ever to profit by the stated ser- 
nsidered™mices of the church, he feels inclined 
uld noo turn his back upon them, for the 
deliver™ery reason that he ought the more 
- sincergihighly to prize them, namely, the de- 
be de™fectiveness of the minister’s preach- 
iesitateygng. And then, with regard to 
1is owlm’ merely moral discourses,” can it 
churchapossibly be the duty of “ religious 
uainted™persons” to neglect “ the service of 
 think—#God,” because they expect to hear 
‘ines offrom the preacher nothing but merely 





























a Dis@@moral discourses? Surely not. The 
,peacejmpreacher may neglect to state the 
‘gationgaproper source of moral actions, or 
ed intogmproperly exhibit them as condi- 
10use,”""tions of our salvation, instead of 
vincedmshowing them to be the necessary 
t havej@truits of a saving faith in Jesus Christ ; 
rit” asmbut still “religious persons” are as 
s ownmuch under an obligation to attend 


0 morality in all its various and mi- 
Mutest modifications as to thought, 
y what@@word, and deed, as if it were the 
ing his)gground of their salvation ; for “ with- 
e may/g°Uut holiness no man shall see the 
nduct. {| Lord.” Whatever, therefore, be 
uld he the ignorance or the personal char- 
he be- acter of the preacher, “ religious 


search 
chman 
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persons” are undoubtedly bound to 
profit by his “ moral discourses.” 
This is clear frem our Lord’s own 
admonition to his disciples, to ob- 
serve and do all things that were 
bidden them by the Scribes and 
Pharisees who sat in Moses’ seat. 
There is also abundant proof in the 
Gospels and the Acts, that our Lord 
and his Apostles thought it “ their 
duty to attend to the service of God” 
in the synagogues of the Jews, and 
considered the reading of the Old- 
Testament Scriptures every Sabbath- 
day as preaching the Law. (See 
Acts, xv. 21.) How much more, 
then, are we favored than they in 
having the preaching of the Gospel 
in our parish churches, even although 
the officiating minister may happen 
to bea “ merely moral preacher !” 
It weuld be easy to show how ma- 
ny are the evils of Dissent ; but as 
this, I conclude, would be inconsis- 
tent with the liberty and forbearance 
of your miscellany on these points, 
I shall leave your readers to their 
own reflections respecting them.” 
Cauror. 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
THE WATCHMAN, No. III. 


In my last number, I gave a spe- 
cimen of the manner in which a for- 
mer President of Yale College, con- 
trived to accomodate his opinions on 
the subject of Prelacy to the test- 
laws of that institution. And now,— 
partly for the purpose of preserving 
on the pages of the Magazine a very 
curious piece of Church History— 
and partly with a view of shewing 
how another President of the same 
College could undertake to justify 
the schism of the New-England con- 
gregations, by taking shelter under 
the wings of the very prelacy of Old 
England, which the aforesaid test- 
laws bound him to oppose—I send 
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for publication, the following extract England ministers were ordaindiijuction 
from an election sermon, preached before. Thus Mr. Wilson was hurche 
by the late Rev. Dr. Stiles, before ordained by a bishop in Englanirethrer 
the General Assembly of Conpecti- then, 1630, by governor Winthmilfion, bu 
cut, in the year 1783: and others he was ordained teac realit 
“ The invalidity of our ordina- in Boston; he then ordained an diipstalme 
tions is objected against us,and so of der; and upon the accession of Milyith off 
consequence the invalidity of all our Cotton, 1633, he was, by this elddiaid, we: 
official administrations. And now and governor Winthrop, again, ishops 
that we are upon the matter, give me third time, ordained and constituy 
leave to exhibit atrue, though sum- pastor. So the learned and courtifon of 
mary state of it, as the resultofa Mr. Davenport, was ordained byjjposition 


very full, laborious, and thorough en- bishop, then by the brethren, pasigp¢, P25! 

‘ f . es . 7 a Beands up 
quiry. It was the mistaken opinion of the church in New-Haven, #03‘ 
of some of our first ministers in New- 1639; and 1668, was again ordai or wd 


England (than whom, there never ed, pastor of the first church in Baby name 
was a more learned cellection, for ton, by elder Penn. Mr. Hookgiaid office 
they embosomed all the theological was ordained a presbyter by a big! the cor 
and ecclesiastical erudition of all opin England, and then again Dat the 
ages) it was, I say, their opinion, the brethren at Newtown, 1633, w ght han 
that the power of ordination of all removed with his church to Hail “Oct. 1 
church officers, was in the church by ford. Mr. Bulkley. of Concord, agiphere M: 
their elders. They well knew, from Mr. Noyes, of Newbury, and otheggad Mr. 5 
ecclesiastical and scripture antiquity, expressly adhered to their form ans 
that the power of election wasthere; ordinations in England by the bisiy 1637, 

and they judged ordination the lesser ops, though not as bishops, but@ept a day 
act: but their great reason was, that presbyters.* But in general the Mination of 
the church might not be controlled ir. Bulkt 
by any exterior autherity, whether = * A few extracts from the first govag”* nar 
episcopal or presbyterial, and so no 20F Winthrop’s entries in 2 manuscrgm® Seat 


: ; jarv . evince inisteln es PESOLV. 

more be harrassed by bishop’s courts, diary, may evince that the ministe bat. that : 
ie : relied upon their ordinations in Fx ’ : 

or any other similar tribunals. Our jong. At August 27, 1630, “ We gpogiand, 
fathers held to an eldership, for they the congregation kept a fast and chagg'Standi 
saw it in all antiquity, as well asthe Mr. Wilson our Teacher, and Mr. Ne allof the 


Bible : and it was their judgment, ¢! our elder, and Mr. Gager and | ther, the 
that elders should be ordained by el- Aspinwall deacons. We used impe rere, | 


tions of hands, but with this protes™m7©? chure 
ders of the same church. The most ;;,,, by all, hat i wes only as a signpey Were 


of the first forty churches had ruling election and confirmation, not of any@pomaly o 
elders; afew had not. These few tent that Mr. Wilson should renous Anothe 


created an early difficulty ; on which bis ministry he received in Englani ngland o 


, ; My. Gager died 20th September, atch of I 
cur fathers early made a mistaken Uber ath 1690, “Mr. Colburn Han 
‘ 


, a : whowas chose a deacon by the conga” ained tc 
elders in the church, ordination might gation a week before, was invested y fasting P 
be done by the laying on of hands of imposition of hands of the minister a hands c 


i lect an 
delegated brethren. The introduc- elder.” e 
ae ; “ Nov. 22,1732. “ A fast was hagpime day J 


tion of ministers, already ordained, | the congregation of Boba, ail the office 
into the pastoral charge uf the par- Wilson, formerly their teacher, v@™yi2g on o! 
ticular church, was at first done by chosen pastor, and—Oliver a ruling @@ 204 tw 


lay-brethren ; and this was, from the der, and both were ordained by impo pad bee: 
beginning, improperly called ordina- tion of hands first by the teacher 3 maae 


tion, how often soever repeated. A two deacons—upon the elder, and t ar 


= ed in tl 
repetition of ordinations or baptisms, ter elder and the deacons upon TEST ays 


does not nullify the first regular ad- “ « Oct. 10th, 1633.— Mr. Cotton Ware Pastors | 
ministrations. All the first New- thenchosen Teacher of the congre™ ‘OL. II 
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duction of ministers of the first 
hurches, was pefformed by lay- 
brethren, and this was called ordina- 
jon, but should be considered what 
d teac reality it was, only induction or 
ined an @™instalment of those who were vested 
on of Miiyith official power. These, as | 
this eld@aid, were all ordained before by thie 
| again,@ishops in England. Nor have I 
constitutg 
nd cour 
ained byj 
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1 was fi 
Englan¢ 

Winthr 

























on of Boston and ordained by im- 
ition of the hands of the presbytery. 
he pastor and two elders laid their 


Soeee | ands upon their head, and the pastor 
? Birayed, and then taking off their hands 
ain Ordaiiid them on again and speaking to him 
‘ch in Bay name did thereby design him to the 
r, Hookgifaid oflice-—and did give him the charge 
by a bis f the congregation.—Then the neigh- 


: ouring ministers which were present 
) again Geid at the pastor’s notice give him the 
1633, Wiieht hand of fellowship.” 

to Halll Oct. 11, 1632, “ A fast at Newtown 
ncord, ajbere Mr. Hooker was chosen pastor 
and othemad Mr. Stone teacher in such manner 
cn s before at Boston.” 

iy FOrmal “Mr. Bulkley’s ordiaation was 2m. 
y the bisid. 1637. “The church of Concorde 
ops, but@ept a daye of humiliation—for the or- 
eral the mination of their elders, and they chose 
ir. Bulkley teacher and Mr. Jones pas- 
mr. Upon a question being moved by 






























first rove 

a ne sent from the church of Salem it 
» ministe resoived by the ministers there pre- 
ns in Empat, that such as had been ministers in 


ngland, were lawful ministers not- 


: ““ J 

. ‘i Poe ithstanding their acceptance of the 
d Mr. Nepllof the bishops—but having come 
er and | ther, they accounted themselves no 
sed impagpinisters, until they were called to an- 


her churche, and that upon election 
ey were ministers before they were 
lemnly ordayned.” 

“ Another specimen of the first New- 
ngland ordinations we have in the 
hurch of Dedham, ‘‘ April 24, 1639. 
ohn Hunting one of the brethren was 
dained to the office of a ruling elder 
y fasting and prayer and the laying on 
é hands of Mr. John Allin their pas- 


is protesi 
asa sign 
ot of any! 
Id renoun 
) Englané 
ember, 7 
. Colburn 
the cong! 
invested 


— r elect and two other brethren. he 
st was hamme day Mr. John Allin was ordained 
on, and the office of pastor by prayer and the 
acher, ing on of the hands of the ruling el- 

a ruling rand two other brethren.” Mr. Al- 


d by impo had been ordained by a bishop: and 


her a Communicated ordaining power to 
magnet age elder. Hedied 1671 and was suc- 
os upon eded in the pastorate by Mr. Adams, 
0 in 1673 was ordained by neighbour- 

. Cotton vane, Pastors only.” 
he congTé Vou. IL. 19 
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ever found, with certainty, more than 
one instance of lay ordination, of a 
person never before ordained, the 
last’ century, (and there are few but 
what I have examined) and this was 
done by the advice, and under the 
inspection of ministers ordained by 
the bishops in England, one of whom 


prayed at the solemnity of the con-° 


secration, and all gave their appro- 
bation and right hand of fellowship ; 
which in my opinion, amounts to 
their performing the ordination them- 
selves, they being present and as- 
sisting in the transaction. This was 
at Woburn, 1642. I believe there 
were two or three more similar ordi- 
nations of unordained candidates, be- 
fore the ministers saw and corrected 
their errer—which, indeed, was al- 
most the only error, of moment, 
which the ministers went into the 
last century. 

“ Immediately upon publishing the 
Cambridge platform, 1648, our breth- 
ren in England remonstrated against 
allowing lay-ordination.—They al- 
leged, that we had no example in 
scripture of lay-ordination ; that the 
sacerdotal gift or office-power, was 
conferred and given by the laying on 
of the hands of the presbytery,* 
and that we had examples of presby- 
terian ordination in scripture, and 
not only that it was safest to proceed 
in this way, but that it was the only 
scriptural ground. These arguments 
convinced our fathers, and they im- 
mediately set about to remedy the 
practice, which had hitherto, provi- 
dentially, wrought no mischief, as 
the body of pastors had been ordain- 
ed by bishops. It instantly became 
acustom for some of the ordained 
ministers present to lay on hands in 
ordinations, it being for sometime 


judged necessary that the delegated 


brethren should join, in token of sub- 

jection of the church to the pastoral 

care of the minister. But at length 

it became a custom, so early as be- 

fore 1660, that, at the desire of the 

church, the ordaining ministers per- 
*J Tim. iv.—14. 
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formed the whole, both conferred 
office-power on the pastor elect, by 
the laying on of hands, and commit- 
ted the church to his pastoral charge ; 
which, with the joint fellowship of 
the pastors and churches, finished 
the ordination. Thus ordinations 
were recovered into their right state 
and order, the jJast century, and be- 
fore lay-ordinations had wrought any 
evil. Thus office-power, by scrip- 
ture-presbyters, continued to be 
transiused through the clergy.—lI 
have reason and even assurance to 
believe, that there was no candidate 
ordained in New-England, before 
1746, but whose ordination may be 
traced to the bishops in England. I 
have found no instance to the con- 
trary, although I have searched and 
examined all the ordinations of the 
first half century here, and most of 
them for the first hundred years. 
And as to the wild and enthusiastic 
period ‘between 1740 and 1759, 
though it gave birth to perhaps thirty 
little separate congregations, yet 
some have dissolved, others become 
regular, and the ten or a dozen now 
remaining, are more and more con- 
vinced of the duty of seeking ordi- 
nation from among the standing min- 
isters. And it is remarkable, that 
Mr. Thomas Dennison, now living, 
assisted, laid on hands, and gave the 
charge at the first ordination, in 1746, 
and at the three succeeding ordina- 
tions among the separates in New- 
E ngland, from whence all the ordi- 
nations in the churches of that des- 
cription have proceeded. And al- 
though in the first but not in the oth- 
ers, he acted asa brother delegated 
by the church, and in others as an 
elder of another church, yet it is re- 
markable, J say, that he himself had 
been ordained, in 1743, by one, 
whose ordination I have traced to 
the Mathers, and other Boston min- 
isters, and threugh them up to the 
bishop of Chester, and other bishops 
in England. It is probable the few 
separate churches remaining, will, in 
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time, become regular, by seeking 


dinations among the pastors of th 


standing churches, where the ordin 
tions are indubitable. 

“jor, as I have said, the ordin 
tion of our clergy is regular and scrij 
tural, and may be traced in the li: 
of presbyters, up to the apostol 
age : 
dinations, in this line, through t 
whole Christian world, especially j 

the great divisions of Lutheran 
Calvinists, and Church of Englan 


So wonderfully has Christ preserva 
the sacerdotal or presbyterian ord 


in the Church, that the succession 
this line is without a doubt. ‘Ti 
first ninety-four ministers who can 


over and settled New-England, Lon 


Island, and the Jerseys, before 166 
and chiefly before 1640.—These, 
say, were all educated in the En 
lish universities, and were ordain¢ 
in England. Some of whom, 

Hooker, Davenport, Chauncey, Le 
Bulkley, Noyes, Norton, were mé 
of universal reading in theologicgy 
literature, and were profoundly ve 
ed in the writings of the Greek au 
Latin churches, in the councils a 
historians, the fathers, the writers | 
the middle ages, and the reformers 
especially those miracles of hum 
and divine learning, Chauncey at 
Lee. Of those ninety-four, one ( 
two only were ordained by the pu 
tans; as the fourteen, who cai 
over after the ejection of 1662, we 
ordained by the bishops, or mot 
probably by the presbyterians in t 
protectorate: all the rest by the bis 
ops. All these were ordained pre 
byters by the bishops in Englané 
particularly the Rev. Mr. Richa 
Mather was ordained a presbyter 

Dr. Morton bishop of Chester 1618 
The bishops did not intend to co 

municate ordaining powers; b 
they really intended to convey all 

power of a scripture-presbyter ; ai 
by the scripture, we find this pow 


* Life of Dr. Mather. 
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onferred by the laying on of the 
bands of the presbytery.”*—(pa- 
pes 59—64. ) 

Such, it seems, was the best ac- 
ount that the learned Dr. Stiles 
pould give of the authority of the con- 
regational ministers of New-Eng- 
and, after “a very full, laborious, 


pnd thorough enquiry.” It must be 


Monfessed, that this account exhibits 
ome very singular expedients for 
hrowing off the control of “ exterior 
authority,” of bishops’ courts,’ 
nd “ other similar tribunals.” But 
certainly falls very far short of 
roving that the pastors of the New- 
tngland congregationa! churches 
are orderly and regularly set apart 
the ministry, by the laying on of 
he hands of the presbytery, or of 


fiose who have regularly derived of- 


ce-power, in lineal succession, from 
e apostles and Jesus Christ.’ It 
true, that a part of the first New- 
ngland ministers were ordained by 
nen, who had been ordained pres- 
yters by the Bishops of the Church 
f Engiand : But the learned and pi- 
us Doctor himself very fran kly ad- 
its, that “the bishops did not in- 
nd to communicate ordaning pow- 
,’ to these presbyters : Anda ref- 
ence to the form of ordering Priests 
r Presbyters in the Church of Eng- 
nd, will convince the reader that 
le Presbyters themselves could not 
ave intended to receive such power 
om the bishops. The following is 
e form of one of the or daining bish- 
’s questions to the candidate for 
riest’s orders :—* Will you reve- 
tatly obey your Ordinary [Bishop] 
d other chief ministers, unto whom 
committed the charge and govern- 
ent over you; following ‘with a 
ad mind and will their godly admo- 
itions, and submitting 5 yourselves to 
eir godly judgments -” ‘To which 
€ candidate answers, with all the 
Dlemaity of an oath—* I will so do, 
he Lord being my helper.” = And 
ter the laying on of hands, the 












*1 Tim. iv. 14. 
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Bishop delivers to each of the per- 
sons ordained, a Bible, saying, 
“ Take thou authority to preach the 
word of God, and to minister the ho- 
ly sacraments in the congregation, 
where thou shalt be lawfully appoint- 
ed thereunto.” Here, it will be ad- 
mitted, no ordaining power is com- 
municated: And in his vow of sub- 
mission to Episcopal authority, the 
presbyter gives avery solemn pledge, 
that he will exercise no such power. 
Hence, it follows, that no presbyter 
of the Church of England, could 
have ordained presbyters, without 
violating his ordination vows, and 
usurping an authority, which had 
not lineally descended to him “ from 
the apostles and Jesus Christ.”— 
When President Stiles, therefore, 
claims a_ presbyterial succession 
through an episcopal line—and when 
he rests the validity of congregation- 
al ordination on the single fact, that 
a few of the first presbyters of New- 
England were ordained by English 
bishops—he is almost as unfortunate 
as those writers of the present day, 
who deny that any lineal succession 
from the Head of the Chureh is ne- 
cessary to a valid ministry—and who 
coutend, that our Lord’s commission 
to his eleven apostles, confers full 
and complete authority to preach the 
gospel and adiminister the  sacra- 
ments, on every person who is set 
apart for that purpose, either by 
‘delegated brethren,” or “ ruling el- 
ders.” 


__—-_ 


For the Churchman’s Magazine 


An abstract of the Journal of the 
Convention of the Diocess of New- 
York, held in the City of New- 
York, Oct. 16th, 17th, 18th, i821. 


This Convention was attended 
by about 70 clergymen, and about 
the same number of lay delegates, 
and 12 Clergymen from other States. 

The Address of the Rt. Rev. Dr. 
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Hobart to his Convention required 
by the 45th Canon of the General 
Convention, details extensive la- 
bours during the last year, and gives 
an able and interesting view of the 
concerns of the Theelogical Educa- 
tion Society of that Diocess ; since 
merged in the General Theological 
Seminary of tbe Protestant Episco- 
pal Church. 

The Bishop mentions the ordina- 
tion of Peter Williams, “a man of 
colour, in the African Church of St. 
Philips in the city of New-York, 
where he officiates, and is collecting 
a large congregation, who exhibit 
much order and devotion in the exer- 
cise of worship.” 

During the year, the Bishop ad- 
mitted 6 to the holy order of Dea- 
cons ; and 4 to that of Priests ; in- 
stituted 3 Rectors; consecrated 4 
Churches : ana confirmed 383. 

“ The rite of confirmation, has 
been so frequently administered in 
the various congregations, that it is 
not to be expected the numbers con- 
firmed will be so great as heretofore. 
it is a circumstance, however, grati- 
fying to every friend of our Church, 
to know that in the western district 
particularly, the persons confirmed, 
principally of adult age, were with 
few exceptions, those who, not edu- 
cated in our Church, had embraced 
it from a conviction of the soundness 
of its principles, and of its affording 
eminently the means of spiritual edi- 
fication, and those apostolic minis- 
trations and ceremonies by which 
their communien is to be established 
and maintained with the Redeemer, 
who, through his Church, conveys 
the blessings of salvation.” 

“Jn thus recording the advance- 
ment of our Church, I beseech you 
to bear in mind that but for mission- 
ary labours, 1 should not have had 
the gratification of witnessing, nor 
you of hearing these animating 
events. Our church, in almost eve- 
ry instance, in the new settlements, 
has arisen from the smallest begin- 
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nings. A few Churchman, adhering 
with a zeal which no depression coul; 
extinguish, and no difficulties daun 
to the faith, the ministry, and th 
worship of that Church which, 
that fold of their Redeemer in whic 
they are to be nurtured for heaven 
engrossed their warmest affections 
communicated by conversation, an 
especially by regular meetings fo 
worship, a portion of their zeal | 
others ; and thus their small assem 
bly gradually augmenting, and cher 
ished by the occasional visits of @ss during 
missionary, rose at last to a congrefroceeds t 
gation, which, by extraordinary exon in cor 
ertions, erected an edifice for worngpct of the 
ship. ‘This is the history of the ris@Mfogical 
of our Church in almost all thosias since b 
many cases in which we see her eyfpe Semin 
hibiting the standard of Apostoligfention. 
truth and primitive order in thos The ad 
new settlements of our state, wher the Sen 
abounds nearly all the variety @fork, and 
sects into which Christians are umghich is st 
happily divided. And, Brethren dhe presen 
the Clergy and Laity, let me impregfeminary, 
deeply upon you that this might bishop : ‘ 
the history of the rise of our Churdffudents v 
in innumerable more cases could waphich reti 
extend the sphere of missionary epplicatios 
ertions. But our means are inad@mose serio 
quate even tothe slender stipend @@hich are 
our present missionaries, whose scams wel: as 
ty support is principally furnishefhe ‘Theo 
by the few, but onerous contribyew- York 
tions of those who have to contenjie clergy 
with the embarrassments and difighe Churc 
culties attending the settlement of hore ext 
new country. Could every individ@pill afford 
ual of our Church feel as ] have fe orders 
when compelled to damp every hop@frengthen 
urged by the most affecting entre@minds, for 
ties, of receiving even the occasiona@@ human 
supply of missionary services, thant and u: 
means of furhishing them would lM@plves in tl 
amply afforded. And I know n@§ous office 
how these means are to be suppliecj “In the 
and how our Church is to be keffia Colleg 
from a retrograde instead of a pri@@og in re 
gressive course, unless you, bretlirefes inferio: 
of the Clergy and Laity, in additiogfe Union, 
to your personal exertions, will | 
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ress on others the duty and the pol- 
y of appropriating this bounty to 
heir own Church, while she thus 
eeds it all, and resisting that popu- 
rand well meant, but injudicious 
d contagious zeal, which, dispen- 
ng its gifts towards oujects of un- 
prtain benefit to all men, neglects 
e immediate sphere of obvious 


pod, and leaves some of its own 
(@ousehold to perish.” 


After noticing several changes 
hich had taken place in the Dio- 
ss during the last year, the Bishop 
roceeds to bring before the Conven- 
nin considerable det tail, the sub- 
ct of the Protestant E:piscopal The- 
ogical Education Society, which 
as since been so happily merged in 
he Seminary of the General Con- 
ntion. 

The advantages of the Location 
the Seminary in the City of New- 
ork, and of the branch at Geneva, 
hich is substantially the same with 
e present location of the General 
minary, are thus stated by the 
ishop : “ By this arrangement the 
udents will enjoy the advantages 
hich retirement affords for diligent 
pplication, and for the formation of 
iose serious dispositions and habits 
hich are essential to the ministry, 


i wel, as the benefits resulting from 


1¢ Theological establishment in 
ew-York, where the numbers of 
ie clergy and the congregations in 
ie Church, and the o; pportunity of 
ore extended social intercourse, 
‘ill afford to the Candidates for Ho- 
orders peculiar facilities for 
rengthening and refining their 
uinds, for obtaining that knowledge 
f human nature, which is so impor- 
bat and useful, and improving them- 
lves in the performance of the va- 
ous offices of the desk aud pulpit. 
“Tn the city of New-York, Colum- 
ia College, which is constantly ri- 
bg in reputation, affords advanta- 
Sinferior to no other institution in 
i¢ Union, fox the studies preparato- 


of New-York. 149 

















































. 


ry to the ministry ; and the Corpo- 
ration of Trinity Church having 
transfered the annuity granted to 
the Academy at Fairfield, to a simi- 
lar institution at Geneva, cpportuni- 
ties will be thus furnished for these 
prepaiatory studies. ‘The handsome 
stone building which is erecting for 
the use of the Academy, in which 
accommodations are also to be affor- 
ded for the ‘Theological school, is 
situated in the village of Geneva, im- 
mediately on the bank of the Seneca 
Lake, commanding a view of this 
extensive and beautiful sheet of wa- 
ter, of the cultivated shores that con- 
fine it, and of the mountains that 
bound the distant prospect. It is 
considered by all who have viewed 
it as one of the most interesting sit- 
uations which are any where to be 
found. 

“ts relative advantages are not 
less important. Geneva is situated 
in the midst of a very populous, fer- 
tile and highly cultivated country, 
having a water communication of a 
few miles with the Grand canal 
which passes through the State, and 
being thus of easy access from the 
extensive countries watered by the 
western lakes, and from those on the 
Atlantic border. And, indulging 
the reasonable expectation, that the 
Academy thus will, at some future 
period, be advanced to the privilege 
of a college, we must be forcibly 
struck with the immense advantages 
of the contiguity of our Theological 
School to an institution of this de- 
scription. ‘The principal school in 
the city of New-York, and the 
branch school at Geneva, both en- 
joying the advantages of Colleges, 
in which there will be no influence 
unfriendly to the Church, will be 
placed under as commanding circum- 
stancss as could well be expected.’ 

The address of Bishop Hobart 
was followed by several documents$ 
relating to the Theological educa- 
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of general interest, on account of 
that society having been merged in 
the General Theological semirary.— 
From the Parochial Reports, we 
judge the churches generally, in this 
diocess are increasing in piety and in 
number. ‘The total number of Bap- 
tisms reported for the last year is 
near three thousand, and the number 
of Communicants about seven thou- 
sand. 

The Journal contains the report of 
the Committee of the Protestant 
k:piscopal Church for Propagating 
the Gospel in the state of New-York. 
This is a long but very interesting 
report ; and we regret that our limits 
necessarily prevent our giving only 
a tew brief extracts from it. The 
Committee employ 13 Missionaries 
who are allowed $150 per annum, 
and Eleazar Williams who acts as 
Catechist and Lay Reader among 
the Oneida Indians. “It appears 
from the ‘Treasurers acvount:, that the 
receipts during the last year were 
$2859, 86, and the expences $2416, 
38 , leaving a balance in favour of 
the fund of $443,48. But this will 
soon be exhausted by the demands 
of the missionaries upon it for their 
salaries. And the Committee are 
apprehensive, that, without extraor- 
dinary supplies, they may be com- 
pelled to reduce the salaries of their 
present missionaries. And they 
deeply lament, that they are unable 
to extend Missionary aid to the nu- 
merous places which demand it.”— 
The Rev. Mr. Fuller, stationed at 
Renssalaerville, reports, “that the 
congregation under his care has been 
respectable during the last year, and 
the worship has been conducted with 
order and propriety.” The Rev. 
‘+r, Jewet stationed in Washington 
County, Reports “ that his labours 
had been chiefly devoted to Gran- 
ville, though he had occasionally of- 
ficiated at Hampton, during the last 
year. At Granville the affairs of the 
Church continue to wear a_ pleasing 
aspect—their numbers gradually in- 
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crease—their zeal is unabated—anj¢ 
harmony and peace prevail. Con. 
municants added in Hampton, 2; in 
Granville 11.” The Rev. Mr. Rog 
ers stationed at Turin in Lew; 
county, reports that he had the sar, 
isfaction to see an increase of thy 
Church: number of communican 
30. He preached occasionally 
Holland patent, Oneida County, tod 
respectable congregation, which ha 
been recently organized, and whic 
by the liberality and exertions of twa 
persons in moderate circumstance 
have a church enclosed.” Th 
Rev. Mr. Nash, reports “ that 
had visited several Churches in Otsegachmen 
go county and parts adjacent, adjgind wor: 
ministered the Holy Eucharist to 4@nanifest 
or 50 of the Oneida nation, an@™pressed | 
baptized about 50 of their children.¥Wices. | 
The Rev. Mr. Seabury stationed apd the L, 
Setauket reports “ that the churc -haism du 
under his care are increasing in prommore I 
perity. During the last season thergground o 
has been more than common attengpxtensive 
tion to the duties of religion, and digpersuade 
vine service has been more punctugpenefits 
ally attended than formerly.” ‘Tha compe: 
Rev. Mr. Thompson, stationed igfan be fu 
Green and Delaware counties, r@™vod’s vil 
ports, that in some of the congrega@push, mis 
tions under his charge, “the atteng§y, report 
tion of sinners has been called up tess to st 
realize more the importance of relig@nder his 
gion, than at any former period. Magant chan 
ny feel heavy laden with the burdegpondition, 
of their sins, and are inquiring whagreasing i 
they shall do to be saved. In som@ment tot 
of those places where I preach, ther@Porship o 
is a want of zeal and love for th@peve, in § 
Church of Christ; in others thenmpal piety 
is a want of knowledge ; in generates at ¢ 
there is a good attendance on publi@eventry, 
worship, but the word of God doegpitants at 
not seem to touch their hearts, an Ir. Babe 
make them inquire in earnest, “ whagounty, de 
they shall do to be saved.” gader his « 

The Rev. Mr. Perry Missionarg@unicants 
in Otsego county and parts adjacen ov. Mr. 
reports, “that at Unadilla, mud fanlius as 
unanimity prevails, and that tl that at 4 
Church is ina flourishing state : thaf"s have 
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ted—andihe had officiated at Franklin at 


il. Com which place there are a number of in- 
on, 2; inf@teresting Episcopal families, at Wind- 
Mr. Rogisor, Coventry, Paris, Sangersfield, 


in Lewy 
d the sat. 
se of thy 


Rome, Sidney and Sherburne. In 
these places a spirit of inquiry has 
been excited, and considerable inter- 
municanwmgest manifested in favour of our an- 
ionally aggeient Apostolic Church.”—The Rev. 
unty, to@—gMr. Gear, reports that “ the Church- 
vhich hagifes under his care in Onondago coun- 
y had gradually increased in num- 
ers.” ‘The Rev. Mr. Norton, Mis- 
sionary in Ontario and Seneca coun- 
ies, reports, “that throughout his 
xtensive mission, an increased at- 
achment to the doctrines, discipline 
und worship of our church had been 
manifested, and an earnest wish ex- 
pressed for a continuance of his ser- 
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ition, ant 
children.@wices. In his charge 66 had receiv- 
ationed aed the Lord’s Supper, and 22, Bap- 


ism during the last year. ‘The 
more I travel over the missionary 
rround of the western section of this 
xtensive Diocess, the better am I 
persuaded that the most important 
benefits will result to the Church, if 
competent number of labourers 
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od’s vineyard.” ‘The Rev. Mr. 
Bush, missionary in Chenango coun- 


congrega 

‘he attemiy, reports, “that he has the happi- 
lled up 1@Pess to state, that the congrezations 
e of relagnder his charge, though no impor- 
riod. Mageant change has taken place in their 


ondition, have been gradually in- 
reasing in numbers, and in attach- 
ent to the peculiar doctrines and 
yorship of the Church, and, I be- 
eve, in some instances in evangel- 
val piety and Godliness. He offi- 
iates at Oxford, Guilford, Windsor, 
oventry, and Lebanon. Commu- 
icants at Oxford 49.” The Rev. 
lr, Babcock Missionary in Erie 
unty, describes “ the congregations 
@nder his care as increasing,—com- 

unicants at Buffalo 20.” ‘The 
-adjacen ev. Mr. Pardee, Missionary at 
la, muc@laolius and parts adjacent, reports, 
that th that at Manlius a number of addi- 
tate: thaens lave been made to the Churci 


ve burdem 
iring whe 

In som 
ach, ther 
e for th 
ers ther 
n gener 
on publi 
liod doe 
‘arts, an 
st, wha 


lissionar 





an be furnished for that portion of 


of New-York. 151 


and the latter part of the present 
year has, in a religious point of view, 
exhibited better prospects than have 
been since he had been in the place ; 
communicants 74. At Jamesville, 
where a short time since, unly one 
Episcopal family resided, a respec- 
table congregation has now been col- 
lected, and they are not only increas- 
ing in numbers, but also are appar- 
ently growing in grace and in the 
knowledge of God.” 

We thus present our readers with 
a brief and very imperfect sketch of 
the extensive and successful mission- 
ary exertions of the Diocess of New- 
York. ‘They have already accom- 
plished much; but still the demand 
for Missionaries is increasing, and 
new and interesting stations are dai- 
ly presenting themselves. And 
while we express our regret that the 
Committee are unable to supply 
these stations, on account of their 
limited means, we earnestly hope 
that the great head of the Church 
may excite in all of his members 
more of the missionary spirit, and 
lead them to come forward in this 
great cause with a liberality and zeal 
which shall amply provide the means 
for building up the waste places of 
Zion. The fund for the support of 
the Episcopate in this Diocess 
amounts to $23756 20. 

The Convention adopted three ca- 
nons; one concerning the missiona- 
ry fund; one concerning the epis- 
copal fund; and one providing for a 
diocesan fund. This last canon is 
designed to provide “ for defraying 
the necessary expenses of the con- 
vention, and particularly the expen- 
ses of those of the clergy, who may 
have to travel a considerable dis- 
tance to the place of the meeting of 
the convention,” by “ recommend- 
ing to every congregation in this dio- 
cess, to pay to ile secretary of the 
Convention, on or betore the day of 
the annual meeting thereof, a contri- 
bution of not less than one and a halt 
per cent. on the amount of the res- 
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pective salaries of their clergyman. 
One half ef the amount thus contri- 
buted, if necessary, shall be appro- 
priated, under the direction of the 
convention éxclusively towards de- 
fraying the necessary expenses of cler- 
gymen attending the Convention 
from a distance ; and the remainder 
shall be appropriated tothe defraying 
of the contingent expenses of the 
Convention: Provided, nevertheless, 
that no clergyman shall be entitled to 
any provision for travelling expen- 
ses, whose parish shall not comply 
with the provisions of this canon. 
The whole number of clergymen 
in this diocess is 81, and of congre- 


gations 12-44. 


Messrs. Editors. 

[ should like to see on the pa- 
ges of the Churchman’s Magazine, 
an able and lucid view of the doe- 
trinal and practical import of 1. Cor. 
iil. 10,17. “ Know ye not that ye 
are the temple of God, and that the 
spirit of God dwellethin you. Ifany 
mau defile the temple of God, him 
shall God destroy ; for the temple of 
God is holy, which temple ye are.” 
i request that you will have the good- 
ess to cause this to be published, in 
hopes that it may elicit from some of 
your correspondents a communica- 
tion on the subject. I wish, among 
other things, to see the connection of 
these verses with the argument sus- 
tained by the Apostle in the three 
first chapters of this epistle, distinct- 
iy stated. S. 


— 
bor the Churchman’ Magazine. 


The authority of Scripture to di- 
rect the iaith and practice of men, is 
auiversally acknowledged by Chris- 
tians; but if we are not deceived, its 
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design is often’ defeated by the lib 
ties we take in modifying, paris 
down, and explaining away the o 
vious meaning of many passages; 
the Sacred Writings, to make the 
harmonize, as we conceive, with th 
rest cf the Book, and to make the 
reasonable. To an _ unsanctifi¢ 
mind, the Bible is full of hard sa 
ings; and if many of the Jews tu 
ed away from the blessed Jesus, ar 
followed him no more, because } 
made larger demands on their fai 
than they were disposed to allow, 
is not to be supposed but that mang 
will yet be offended in him, andr 
ceive his doctrines with hesitatio 


It is hard to conceive the use of which is 
Revelation which is not suffered at we m 
speak its own language, and how are freely 
can become an authoritative guide he power 
a right belief, if itis not consulte all ability 
with the honest desire of learnigglm- Iti 
what it is. We must not, { concludgpy his sec 
form our opinions first, and th@ eneth the 
look into the Scriptures to confi houghts a 


them: this is to invert the order 

things ; and it would be marvell 

indeed if the Scriptures were o 

sorely wrenched in the process Fort! 
the enquiry. 

It is equally our duty to be ever@? ed, on ti 
the watch against any undue bia after ¢ 
from prejudices insensibly cherish Davi 
in favour of, or opposed to, any pag Was atte 
ticular view of christian truth; i@ “crous 
we shall feel ourselves hampered tm “ich t 


them at every step, and be forced P” eache 
part with that godly sincerity, whic the follc 
is essential to a right understandi ed by « 
of the word of God. clergym 

Above al! things, we ought ne Very » 


er to think we can come to a rig 
understanding of the Scripturé 
without earnest prayer to God ft 
the illumination of his Spirit. 
The expression of the Apostle ‘ 
the inability of the natural man 
comprehend Divine ‘T'ruth, is ve 
remarkable. “ The natural ma 
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because they are spiritually discern- 
ed.” Let us then, in the words of 
one of our Homilies,—“ let us meek- 
ly call upon the bountiful Spirit, the 
Holy Ghost, to inspire us with his 
presence, that we may be able to 
hear the goodness of God to our sal- 
vation. For without his lively in- 
spiration, we cannot so much as 
speak the name of the Mediator. 
No man can say that Jesus is the 
ord, but by the Holy Ghost.— 
Much less should we be able to un- 
stand these great mysteries, that he 
opened to us by Christ. “ For we 
ave received,” saith St. Paul, “ not 
he spirit of the world, buc the spirit 
which is of God for this purpose, 
that we may know the things which 
are freely given to us of God.” In 
he power of the Holy Ghost resteth 
all ability to know God and to please 
im. It is he that purifieth the mind 
by his secret working. He enlight- 
eneth the heart to receive worthy 
houghts of Almighty God.” 


le 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Died, on the 24th of March, 1822, 
after a short ilness, the Hon. 
Daviv Tomutnson. His funeral 
was attended on the 26th, by anu- 
merous concourse of people, at 
which time a funeral sermon was 
preached, at the close of which, 
the following address was deliver- 
ed by one of the neighbouring 
clergymen. 


Very soon, again, my respected 
iends, are we called, by another af- 
lictive and very grievous dispensa- 
on of divine providence, to mingle 
urtears and our sympathies with 
hose of the bereaved survivors of 
ur departed friend. Four times, 
re this, within a few years, have I 
pen called to perform the last sacred 
fices for some member, or near 
onnection of the family of the de- 
Vou. I. 20 
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ceased. A son, a grandson,a daugh- 
ter, and a son-in-law, have, in quick 
succession fallen victims tothe stroke 
of the last enemy, and followed each 
other to their long home, the house 
prepared for all flesh. 

In each of the former instances, 
a lingering illness prepared the minds 
of the anxious relatives for the ex- 
pected event. Sudden and unex- 
pected has been the present mourne 
ful visitation. But one week only 
was allowed to intervene between 
cheerful health and activity, and the 
last closing scene; and that short 
Space, under circumstances peculiar- 
ly distressing, and which almost pre- 
cluded the hope of a favourable issue. 
Truly there is no order in death, and 
there is no discharge in that war. 
Man dieth and wasteth away, yea, 
man giveth up the ghost, and where 
isher Whatisour life? Itiseven 
a vapour which appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanishethaway. All 
flesh is grass, and all the glory of 
man as the flower of grass; the grass 
withereth, the flower fadeth, because 
the wind of Jehovah bloweth upon it 
—The grass withereth, the flower 
fadeth, but the word of our God 
shall stand forever. And although 
clouds and darkness are round about 
him, yet righteousness and judgment 
are the habitation of his seat, and mer- 
cy and truth shall go before his face. 

Great is the loss sustained, by this 
dispensation of providence, great in- 
deed, to the bereaved family. To 
say that it is irreparable, er that any 
temporal loss is so, would, I conceive, 
be a reflection upon the wisdom and 
goodness of the God of previdence 
and of grace, who ordeveth all things 
after the counsel of his own will-— 
who is able to bring good out of ap- 
parent evil, and who has promised 
that all things shall wors together 
for good, to those who love him.— 
Our heavenly Father can heal the 
breach which he bath made; for he 
breaketh down, and he B5indeth 
up; he woundeth, and his bands 
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make whole. Did we part with our 
friends in this world, without the 
hope of meeting them again, of meet- 
ing them again in peace, and ina 
confirmed state of blessedness, dread- 
ful indeed would the separation be, 
and in many instances, irreparable 
the loss. But while reason suggests 
the probability of a future and better 
state, divine revelation confirms the 
rational idea, and our holy religion, 
the religion of our blessed Saviour, 
places the prospect full before us, and 
dispels the shadows, clouds, and 
darkness, which hover round our 
earthly tabernacle.° 
I am the resurrection and the life, 
said the blessed Redeemer : he that 
helieveth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live, and whosoev- 
er liveth and believeth in me, shall 
never die. And, saith the Apostle, 
if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, them also that sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with him. 
To the humble believer, these de- 
clarations are sufficient to disarm 
death of its greatest terrors; they 
even shed a lustre upon the tomb, 
for though worms destroy this body 
yet in our flesh shall we see God, 
and our own eyes shall behold him. 
Eulogiums upon the characters of 
deceased persons, are perhaps, not 
generally useful to the living. They 
are often exaggerated descriptions, 
and sometimes bestowed where they 
have been little merited. Perfection 
is not to be found among the human 
race. If God should strictly mark 
what is amiss, who could abide the 
rigour of his justice? Should he 
weigh our merits, and not pardon our 
offences, we should be undone, and 
lost without a remedy. Our only 
hope is in the infinite atonement, 
and merits of the Son of God, our 
Redeemer and Saviour, who is the 
propitiation for our sins, and for the 
sins of the whole world. 
Few men, perhaps, have sustained, 
through life, a fairer reputation than 
the honorable Mr. 'Tomlinson.; few 
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motion of public worship in_ thi 
place, will long be remembered wit 
gratitude, by those who assemble | 
this Church to worship the God @ 
their fathers, and to celebrate th 
high praises of their Redeemer. Th 
biessing of many, who were ready t 
perish in their sins, will, we hope 
be upon him. My worthy brother 
in the ministry of our common Lord 
who officiates in this place, is doubi 
less sensible, that in the deceased h 
has lost one of his best and most ef 
cient friends and parishioners. | 
the public concerns of the state, hi 
honourable, but now vacated seat 
will be deplored. Yet none can b 
so deeply sensible of the loss sustait 
ed, and of the hand of God whic 
lieth heavily upon them, as the afflict 
ed and bereaved family, the widoy 
and the fatherless whom he hath le 
behind. O God, let the fulfilment 
thy gracious promises, be their pr 
tection and support, and their ex 
ceeding great reward. “ Leave th 
fatherless children, and I will pre 
serve them, and let thy widows tru: 
in me.”’ 

Sorrow not, my mourning friends 
as those who have no hope, yield nv 
to immoderate grief; but e ndeavoul i 
to view the hand of God in his deal land 
ings with you, and be persuaded tha An 
he intends your good—that in th@ To ¢ 
midst of apparent wrath, he remeng™ hop 
bers mercy, and forgets nut to be graffe arg 
cious; for he will not contend forev@§orjm 
er, neither will he be always wrothiiy at 
for the spirit would fail before him@yg¢ g¢ 
and the souls which he hath madeffay ¢p 
Submit therefore, with patient an@® with 
pious resignation to the divine will to 
saying, It is the Lord, let him d@ayen 
what seemeth to him good.—Thé 
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ord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
ay, blessed be the name of the 
ord. 

My brethren all, who have assem- 
ed on this mournful and affecting 
casion ; let us reflect and endeav- 
rto realize, how short and uncer- 
in Our Own condition is in this 
orld. Surely, man, in his best es- 
te is altogether vanity ; he walketh 
a vain shadow, and disquieteth 
mself in vain. How precarious 
eall earthly enjoyments, and all 
orldly calculations ! Disappoint- 
ents and sorrows await us at every 
ep; and every advance in life, is 
» advance also towards its close. 
fe know not what a day may bring 
rth, for man knoweth not his time. 
jon the persons and places which 
bw know us, shall know us no more 
ever in this frail state. Surely 
en, nothing is of half so much im- 
rtance to us, as how we may be 
epared for our great and last 
ange, whensoever it may come. 
This; is not our home—we have 
re no continuing city. O let us seek 
eto come, which hath foundations, 
iose builder and maker is God. 
iis world affords us no place of rest, 
reven of refuge. But there re- 
ineth a rest to the people of God. 
rest from sin, and from suffering 
d sorrow, and full of ineffable en- 
ment. In our Father’s house, 
»many mansions, they are prepar- 
for our reception, let us seek to be 
epared to enter them. 

For us our elder brethren stay ; 

And Angels beckon us away ; 

And Jesus bids us come. 
To that blessed place and state, 
p hope our departed friend is gone. 
eare swiftly passing through the 
grimage of life, we shall follow 
at no great distance, for we too, 

st soon go the way of all the earth. 
ay thy blessed presence, O Lord, 
With us, to sustain and comfort us, 
d to lead us toa rest eternal in the 
avens. Evenso, Amen. 


REMARKS ON TEMPERANCE. 
( Extracted. ) 


“If young men just entering life, 
and more especially students, would 
resolutely begin to practise such a 
strict temperance, as, in vulgar esti- 
mation, would be called abstemious- 
ness, if not by a harsher word, they 
will find the benefit of it through life 
in habitual contentedness of mind, in 
activity of body, in a constant apti- 
tude for physical exertion, or mental 
application: in tranquil nights and 
useful days; in prolonged health, 
and ina vigorous old age; besides 
those inestimable benefits which may 
be made to accompany it. 

“ Of the temporal advantages of 
abstinence, the greatest and most 
substantial are, that if they be not 
confined to a limited season, but ex- 
tended through the year, it will be 
found, that a total abstinence from 
wine and fermented liquors, and, one 
or two days in the week, from ani- 
mal food, will double your income, 
pay your taxes, augment your means 
of charity, and prolong your life. 

“ Cornaro carried his abstemious- 
ness to what in England would be 
thought by many persons little bet- 
ter than starvation; for his usual 
quantity of bread, soups, eggs, and 
meat, was only twelve ounces daily. 
It is not my object to recommend 
any such serupulous precision, which 
has done so much to make the duty 
of abstennousness appear ridiculous ; 
but only to urge upon my readers 
such a degree of habitual temperance, 
as by experience they find best cal- 
culated to promote mental and bodi- 
ly health. The best practical rule, 
perhaps, is to take only just so much 
food, and of such a quality, as may 
leave the mind and body in full pos- 
session of their faculties. If a man 
cannot converse or study, or take 
exercise with perfect ease after his 
repast, he has exceeded either in kind 
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or in quantity what nature demand- 
ed. Lethim, in such a case, instant- 
ly retrench his wine, or beer, or 
meat, or all these, till he finds, by 
experience, that his intellect is as 
clear, and his body as vigorous, after 
dinner as before it; and should this 
necessary reduction bring his maxi- 
mum at lengtheventoa glass of water 
and a few vegetables, he will have 
no reason to fear any injury to his 
health, provided he does not allow 
of too long intervals between his 
slender repasts. It is not, indeed, 
intended to recommend either strong 
bodily exertion or mental exercise 
while the process of digestion is go- 
ing forward; but the capability to 
employ them with ease is no bad test 
of the fact whether or not the diges- 
tion has been put to an unnecessary 
and injurious expense of exertion. 

“We should ever remember, both 
in a moral and a physical sense, that 
it is not what we devour, but what 
we digest, that really nourishes us ; 
and that in many, perhaps in most, 
cases of debility amongst the affluent 
classes of the English community, 
the weakness complained of has aris- 
en in no small measure from the ha- 
bit of overloading the digestive pow- 
ers, under the mistaken notion of 
strengthening the constitution. Ma- 
ny a person who could not fast three 
or four hours without a sensation of 
faintness and sinking, and a conse- 
quent craving for food or stimulants, 
has entirely overcome these unpleas- 
ant symptoms by a long couse of ri- 
gid temperance. 

‘ T advise, therefore, all gentlemen 
of a sedentary life, and of learned 
professions, to use as much abstinence 
as possibly they can, consistent with 
the preservation of their strength and 
freeaom of spirits: which ought to 
be done as soon as they find any 
heaviness, inguietudes, restless nights, 
or aversion to application; either by 
lessening one half of their usual quan- 
tity of animal food and strong liquors, 
till such timie as they regain their 


wanted freedom and indolence : o,fiwoin a 
by living a due time wholly upongeagain ; an 
vegetable diet, such as sago, rice,mpcient, the 
pudding, and the like, and drinking §j our relief, 
only a little wine and water. Anqpeswer the p 
if they would preserve their health 
and constitution, and lengthen ou 
their days, they must either inviola.— 
bly live low, or else maigre (as theg, Survey 
French call it) a day or two in the} 
week. 
“ Nothing conduces more to health 
and long life, than abstinance and : 
- “ Acity in A 
plain food, ith due labour. the Wolga. 5 
“Where exercise is wanting, (a—"*" woes 
in studious persons,) there is thi 


































greater need of abstinence. Foi Messrs. 
these, eight ounces of animal, andgePherson, | 
twelve of vegetable food in twenty. mans het 
four hours, are sufficient. ae tise 
“ Tender persons ought to use almore effcc 
much abstinence as they possibly—Mand distri 
can. " BSchool-boc 
have alre: 


“I have often heard valetudinary 
and tender persons, and those of se 
dentary lives and learned professions, 
complain of head-aches, sickness at 
the stomach, colicks and gripes, 
lowness of spirits, flatulency, and va 
pours, and yet pretend they were ve- 
ry moderate and abstemious in theit 
eating and drinking: but, upon ip 
quiry, 1 constantly found these very 
persons had taken down more than 
they wanted, or could digest. 

“ What can be the reason why the 
French people are so much les 
troubled with distempers, and are so 
much more lively in their spirits than 
the English? A gentleman of lear 
ning, with whom I had the pleasure 
of conversing at Paris, made this ob- 
servation on the subject : ‘ You Eng: 
lish people give no rest to your fag 
culties: you take three meals everyBR 4.0m 
day, and live in constant fulnessf#tiver Sarpa, 
without any relief: thus nature isgy °° 4" 
overcharged, crudities are accumula Messrs. 
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twoin a week, bring us into order 
again ; and if these should be insuffi- 
cient, the season of Lent comes in to 
our relief, which is pretty sure to an- 


iswer the purpose.” 


ne 


Survey of Missionary Stations. 
(CONTINUED. ) 


ASTRACHAN. 


Acity in Asiatic Russia—built on an island in 
the Wolga, 52 miles from its meuth, on the North- 
west side of the Caspian —Inhabitants, 70,000 ; of 
many nations. 


Messrs. Dickson, Mitchell, and M’- 
Pherson, with two or three assistants, 
labour here under the patronage of the 
Scottish Missionary Society. At pre- 
sent, they are preparing the way for 
more effective operations, by printing 
and distributing Bibles, Tracts, and 
School-books, in the Tartar dialect, and 
have already issued to the amount of 
about 60,000. ‘* The Tartar Mollahs 
do not wish such books to be circulated ; 
and pretend they cannot understand 
them, when all that is necessary to their 
understanding them thoroughly, is, to 
peruse them carefully.” It is ascer- 
tained that some thousand Jews reside 
on the banks of the Caspian, and the 


\London Jews Society have accordingly 


supplied them with some copies of the 
Hebrew New-Testament, and of the 


iProphets. A Seminary is about to be 


established at Astrachan, for educating 


ithe children of the Missionaries, and 


promising native youths. 

Mr. Rahmn, of the London Missiona- 
ry Society, has lately removed from Sa- 
repta to Astrachan, for the purpose of 
bestowing his labours among the hordes 
of Calmuck Tartars, 100,000 of whom 
are supposed to roam about within a 
few day’s journey of the city. 





SAREPTA. 


Arettlement of the united brethren, on the 
fiver Sarpa, on the Wolga, and cloce to the,bor- 
ders of Asiatic Russia. 


Messrs. Schill, Loss, and Dehm, have 
long laboured among the different 
Hordes of the Calmucks, but hitherto 


F with little success. The roving habits 


of the latter seem to present a formida- 
ble barrier to the effectual introduction 


}o Christianity amongst them. In the 


Koshot Horde, a change has recently 
taken place, which may have some good 
effects. Prince Tumen, although no 
friend to Christianity, has lately, from 
political motives, reduced the number 
of Priests in his tribe from 800 to 250. 
The Lamatoo, or Chief Priest, who, in 
religious matters claims ascendency 
over the Prince himself, having boasted 
his own royal decent, so offended the 
Prince, that he ejected him from his 
office, and no Lama has since been 
elected in his room. 


ORENBURG. 


A Town of 2,000 houses, North-by-cast of the 
Caspian—the great thoroughfare, by caravans, 
between Siberia and Kuropian Russia. 


Messrs. Gray, Fraser, M’Alpine, and 
Selby, are stationed here under the Lon- 
don Missionary Society. They give a 
deplorable account of the ignorance in 
which the destitute wanderers through 
the Steppes are sunk: but many of 
them listen with eagerness to the in- 
structions of the Missionaries. One of 
them said, ‘‘ these words must be the 
words of God, for they go to my very 
heart as soon as I hear them. But the 
words of our Mabomedan Priests and of 
the Koran never affect my heart in this 
manner. Alli that they tell me, is, that 
if 1 mind my prayers and my washings, 
and keep my beard neat, I shall get to 
heaven. But now I see that none can 
get there, but by Jesus Christ; for I 
see he is the only way to heaven.” 

At SELinGisk, a city in Siperia, the 
London Missionary Sodety has a sta- 
tion supplied by three Missionaries, 
Stallybrass, Swan, and Yuille. The 
city lies about 160 miles to the South- 
East of Irkutsk, in the midst of 10,000, 
or 12,000 Buriats, the most learned 
tribes of that people. The Missionaries 
occasionally travel, and distribute 
Tracts among the tribes in the neigh- 
bouring country. Mr. Swan writes— 
“The Buriats are every where receiv- 
ing the Gospels and Tracts with avidity ; 
and are daily coming te us for them 
from all quarters, and from a distance of 
hundreds of versts. We have likewise 
daily applications for medicine and ad- 
vice.—The Lamas, or Priests, them- 
selves, not only come for the Gospel, 
but are sometimes seen, sitting at our 
door, reading it to a listening audience 
of their own people.” 

A translation of the scriptures into 
Calmuck and Mongolian, the langua- 
ges of the country, Is in progress, ugder 
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ihe direction of the Russian Bible So- 
ciety. 

In Turser but little exertion has 
vet been made towards introducing 
Christianity. Tilllately, Mr. Schroe- 
ter has been engaged as a Missionary 
at Titalva, under the Church Missiona- 
ry Society, but intelligence has lately 
arrived of the death of this exemplary 
man in the vigor of his years, and while 
engaged in an arduous work, on which 
no one had ventured before himn—the 
preparation of the scriptures for the 
immense regions of Thibet. 


CHINA. 


The great work of franslating the 
scriptures into Chinese, was completed 
on the 25th of November, 1819. A part 
of the Old Testament was translated by 
Dr. Milne. ‘The remaining books, 
with the whole of the New-Testament, 
except from the book of Acts to the 
epistle of Philemon, inclusive, were 
translated by Dr. Morrison, a missiona- 
ry at Canton, under the London Mis- 
sionary Society. The last mentioned 
books were edited by him, from a copy 
of a Chinese manuscript in the British 
Museum, the work of a Roman Catho- 
lic Missionary ; such alterations being 
made as Dr. Morrison judged requisite. 

Between the years 1811, and 1817, 
the British and Foreign Bible Society 
assisted this work and the publication 
of the New Testament, by grants 
amounting to 50,0001 On the day on 
which the Old Testament was complet- 
ed, Dr. Merrison writes— 

‘¢ If Morrison and Milne’s Bible shall, 
in China, at some subsequent period, 
hold such a place in reference to a bet- 
ter Translation, as Wickliff’s or Tyn- 
dale’s now holds in reference to our 
present English Version, many will for- 
ever bless God for the attempt; and 
neither the Missionary Society, nor the 
Bible Society, will ever regret the funds 
which they have expended, or shall yet 
expend, in aid of the object.” 

The Anglo-Chinese College, now 
building at Malacca, opens a favoura- 
ble prospect for the reciprocal cultiva- 
tion of Chinese -and European litera- 
jure, and the general diffusion of Chris- 
(ian knowledge in the countries adja- 
cent. 

The religion of the Chinese is a spe- 
cies of Buddhism; but religious feel- 
ing of any kind appears to prevail but 
little among them; and this is indica- 
ied by the state of dilapidation in whieh 


their temples are frequently seen. Ty 
Natives are however a reading people 
and the Bible will be read in Dr. Morr 
son’s Translation, notwithstanding {hg 
political vigilance and restraints, ay 
the inveterate customs and deep-roote 
superstition of so many ages. 


INDIA BEYOND THE GANGES. 


One of the most important stations jy 
this part of Asia is 


MALACCA. 


The London Missionary Society lias 
four Missionaries stationed in this cit 
—Dr. Milne, Thomsen, Medhurst, ani 
Fleming. Mr. Hutiman is superintey 
dant of the printing department. 

The most active operations are goin, 
forward at this station; and they prom 
ise, at no great distance of time, to pr 
duce the most important results in fi 
vourfof Christianity inthe East. Tog 
who look to see an immediate and dec 
ded change take place among pagat 
and idolatrous tribes, from the efforts 
Missionaries, have taken but a parti: 
view of the subject. In many cases 
no immedate effects are expected 
Stations are occupied, for the purpos 


of opening Schools for the instruction @@ 


youth, for translating and diffusing th 
Bible, and thus laying a solid and per 
manent foundation for the gradual ris 
of Christianity. The Missionaries 2 
this station have distributed their la 
bours in the manner best calculated 
forward their great object. Mr. Thom 
sen has charge of Malay, English, ar 
Malabar Schools, and also of a Sundat 
School; while Wr. Medhurst labour 
principally in the Chinese Schools. 

An extensive printing establishmen 
is actively employed. The Chines 
New Testament has already been print 
ed, and the Old Testament is procecd 
ing. The ‘“*‘ Chinese Magazine,” a pe 
riodical work in Chinese, is publishel 
monthly; and the ‘ Indo-Chine 
Gleaner,” in English, appears quarter 
ly. Various Tracts are also printed 
both in Chinese and Malay. 

But what renders Malacca a stato 
of much importance, is, its cennectiol 
with an Anglo-Chinese College, th 
buildings of which were in great fo 
wardness at the close of 1819. ‘Thi 
primary obects of this imstitution are 
the cultivation of Chinese and Englis 
Literature, and the diffusion of Chris 
tianity, in the countries and Islan¢ 
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hich lie to the eastward of Pulo Pe- 
ang. A number of learned Natives of 
hina are connected with the institu- 
on, who are expected to return to 
eir native country, carrying with 
em the Christian knowledge they 
ave acquired at Malacca. 





SINCAPORE. 


Asmall Island, at the southern extremity of 
e Malay Peninsula—with a town of the same 
me—inhabited by about 5.000 people, chiefly 
ninese and Malays. 


To this new and promising Settle- 
ent of the East-I[ndia company, Mr. 
ilton, of the London Missionary So- 
ty, removed from Malacca, in 1819. 
r. M. had begun to visit and converse 
th the Settlers, and had distributed a 
amber of Chinese and Malay Tracts. 
e performs Divine Service every Sun- 
y with the English; and by the last 
yices, was about to opena School for 
jinese Children. 





PULO PENANG, 


r Prinee of Wales’ Tsland, lying off the coast 
the Malay Peninsula—contains about 160 
are miles, with 40,000 Inhabitants, chiefly 
lays and Chinese. 


(The Society for the promotion of 


Brisian Knowledge have taken this 


and under their care; and although 
as but recently attracted attention, 
pfield of usefulness promised to the 
upation of the Island as a Missiona- 
station, is immense. The Bishop of 
leutta visited the Island in 1819, 
en a District Committee of the So- 
ty was formed, under the name of 
P** Prince of Wales Island and Ben- 
len District Committee.” They 
ethe following view of the impor- 
ce of Pulo Penang. 

‘Bordering close on the shores of 
> Malay Peninsula, and maintaining 
lose and frequent intercourse with 
vast country of Sumatra, with the 
erous Isles of the great Indian Ar- 
pelazo, and with China, it affords 
important and valuable opening to 
immense field for the labours of 
ristian Philanthropy. Its popula- 
h consists of Natives of almost every 
mntry of the Indian World—of coun- 
s,in many of which the name of 
mst is not unknown, although the 
e nature of his Gospel is not under- 
ul. Into the School at Penang, 
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Children of all denominations are ad- 
mitted ; and it may not be uninteresting 
to remark, that among them are to be 
found two from the untutored tribes of 
the Island of Celebes, in one of whom a2 
verv superior intelligence discovered 
itself.” 

Nor have the London Missionary 
Society been backward in their atten- 
tions to this important Station. Mr. 
Beighton and Mr. Ince arrived from 
Malacca in 1819—the former taking 
charge of two Malay Schools, and the 
latter of the Chinese School begun by 
Mr. Medhurst. Inthe autumn of 1819, 
the Cholera Morbus made its appear- 
ance in Penang, and carried off great 
numbers of the Heathen; who being 
greatly alarmed, had begun to offer sac- 
rifices to their gods. In this season of 
general dismay, the Missionaries em- 
braced the opportunity of distributing 
among the people Religious Tracts, in 
Chinese and Malay. The prospects of 
the Mission here are encouraging. 





RANGOON. 


The chief Sea port of the Burman Empire— 
about 670 miles south-eastof Calcutta. 


Messrs. Judson and Colman procee- 
ded some years ago, under the American 
Baptist Missionary Society, to this city. 
where they opened Schools for the in- 
struction of youth, and declared the ti- 
dings of salvation as opportunities were 
presented. They had, at length, the 
happiness of baptizing three Burmans— 
the first fruits to Christ from among this 
people; and many appeared to have 
some desire to enquire into the Christ- 
ian Religion, but were kept away by 
the dread of persecution. ; 

As it had now become necessary to 
solicit toleration for the Christian Reli- 
gion, Mr. Judson and Mr. Coleman 
proceeded to Ava for that purpose.— 
They obtained an audience of the young 
Emperor; but.he rejected their peti- 
tion, and refused a present of books 
which they laid at his feet. 

We observe,” by a late letter from 
Mr. Judson, that the prospects of the 
Missionaries, in regard to toleration, 
have iately become more encouraging, 
in consequence of the friendly disposi- 
tion of the present Viceroy, and the 
probability of his holding his situation 
for some tame. 

{To he continued ) 





Poetry.— Correspondence, &c. 
POETRY. 
[By William Roscoe. } 



















« Holy ! Holy ! Holy! Clouds of endless Glory 
° Lord God Almighty ! Eacompassing thy Throne. 
me ft Thou, to whom alone Heard, but in thy thunder! 
rity Are praise and Glory due ; Seen, but in thy wonder! 
Fy Father everlasting, Through eternal ages, 
Righteous, Just, and True! Thou art God alone. 
= Bending down before thee : It is thy breath informs us ; 
é Lo! Thy sons adore Thee— It is thy Spirit warms us: 
a Hand and voice declaring . If thy face were turned, 
JEHOVAH is thy name. We should cease to be. 
: Winds, in Tempest blowing— Height, nor depth oppose thee : 
' Waves in Ocean flowing, Trembling Nature knows Thee : 
' To -remotest regions Through the vast creation, 
Thy boundless pow’r proclaim. There is none but Thee! 
In the Heaven’s expansion Holy! Holy! Holy! 







Thou hast fix’d thy Mansion ; Lord God Almighty ! 








TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ Latimer ;” “ Translations from the French,” and the Criticism™ 
i Isaiah IX. 6, have come to hand.—We were sorry it was not In our po 
aa to give the continuation of the “ History of the Church in Newtown,” 
























no more communications on that subject have been received. We hi 
f)': ; we shall be able to resume it in the next Number. 
mi 4 . Errata. 
. The reader is requested to correct the following errata, which oce 
»y amongst others of less importance, in the last Number.— 
jaa4 page 103, column 2, for probably, read properly. 
104, 1,  apothesis, apotheosis. 
do. do. _tutilary, tutelary. (twice) 
(4s ’ 105, 2,  thanksgings, thanksgivings. 
a. e do. do. pharasaical, pharisaical. 
A do. do. under, unto. 
119, 2, Armenian  Arminian. (twice) 


Although we are willing to take our full share of responsibility for 
errors which escape us in reading proof-sheets, [for we are sometimes 
pelled, through press of time, to read them very hastily ;] yet.in justice 
ourselves and to our publishers, we ought to remind those who may fat 
v4 / us with their correspondence, that the labour of publishing is not a little | 

creased, when manuscripts are sent to us, indistinctly, or inaccural 
se written. We do not mean this asan apology for any negligence we a 
F be guilty of, in correcting typographical errors; nor that the present 
: PA of errata is to be assigned to either of the above causes ; but we give it 
| general hint which it may be well to bear in mind. The most correct 
ters are liable to blunder, in punctuation, orthography, and the disposit 
of capital letters, unless they will take the pains carefully fo revise 
’ they have written. Indistinctness in a manuscript, however unexceptic 
ble in other respects, is often the source of not a little trouble to printers. 








